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Pa ¥s presented .. 1013
Bills: State Children Act Amendmeut 18, 1013
Loud Act Amendment, 18, w13
Police Act Amendment, 1R, .. 1013
Loan Acts Amendment, returned ., 1018
Blackboy and Zpmin Palm License, 2g., com. 1058
Dividend Duties Act Amendment. 3, .. 1018
Question : Asgiati¢c Labour . 1013
Annual Estimates, general debate ... 1018

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED. '

By the Minister for Mines: Regulations
under “The Rights in Water and Irriga-
tion Act, 1914” governing issune of
licenses for construction of artesian
wells,

By the Minister for Railways: 1, Re-
turns of receipts and expenditure of the
Government Tramways for guarter ended
31st December, 1914. 2, Returns in ac-
cordance with Sections 54 and 83 of “The
Government Railways Aect, 1904, ! for
quarter ended 31st December, 1914,

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, State Children Aet Amendment (In-
trodueed by Hon. R. H. Underwood, Hon-
orary Minister).

2, Land Aect Amendment (Introduced
by the Minister for Lands),

3, Police Act Amendment
from the Council).

BILL—LOAN ACTS AMENDMENT.
Hetarned from the Couneil.

QUESTION—ASIATIC LABOUR.

Mr. NAIRN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have the Government recently
imported eement manufactured by Asiatie
labour? 2, Is such cement known in the
trade as Green Island cement? 3, What
guantity (if any)} was imported and what
price paid? 4, What is the country of
its origin? 5, Was cement of Australian
or English manufacture available? 6, If
50, why was it not purchased?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, The Government recently pur-
chased cement from a British firm, 2,
Yes, 3, 5,000 casks at 16s, f.o.r. Freman-
tle, subject to passing Government test,
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4, Hong Xong. 5, No. 6, Answered by
No. 5, For the information of hon. mem-
bers I desire to state that owing to the
scareity of cement—none being procura-
ble in the Commonwealth at the time—and
as it was impossible to obtain any of that
which was on order from Eongland,
namely, 7,600 easks, until February, such
order having been placed by the Agent
(General in time for the continuation of
the different works, a conference was held
in October of the various officers in
charge of public works in the State where
cement was required for the eontinuation
of such works., At the inguiry it was
ascertained that approximately only 400
casks were available for purchase in the
State, and this cement was quated at a
high rate, namely, 22s, 6d. per eask. In
addition there were 3,600 casks in stock,”
and with ihe purchase of the 400 ecasks-
mentioned it would enable the works to he
kept in progress until about the middle
of December, otherwise over 1,000 men
would have been thrown out of employ-
ment, these men being engaged at the
Wooroloo sanatorium, on water and sew-
erage, railway construction, elcetera,
works. The offer of 5,000 casks was
placed before the Governmeni and the
cement was to be delivered in December.
It was in the interests of the State to keep
the men employed, no matter where the
cement came from, and as ii was to be
to the Government standard the purchase
was immediately made. The cement was
delivered in December and was found fo
be to standard.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.
Read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES—1014-15.
I'n Commitiee of Supply. .
Debate resumed from the 26th
January, on the Treasurer’s Financial
Statement and on the Annual sti-
mates ; Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Vote—His Excellency the Governor,

£1,750: .
Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[4-45]: At this late time of the year I

do not intend to disecuss the proposals
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of the Government or their acta at any
length, and certainly not in detail.
Seven months of the year have gone
by and seven months of expenditure
have been incurred by the Government.
In my opinion we could well have had
the Estimates brought down two months
earlier than they have been this year. I
do not wish to be misunderstood. I wish
to say that there is wurgent need for
economy, and for the good management
of the affairs of the country. I shall
endeavour to show that there has been
quite the reverse of good management.
The member for Irwin (Mr. James Gar-
diner) said, in the course of his remarks,
that he had listened to two speeches,
namely that of the Premier, and that
of the leader of the Opposition, and
he commended both. I venturs to
gay that it is rather remarkable that
the member for Irwin should have
found hirself in the position of being
able to commend both these spseches.
The speech of the Premier was care-
fully prepared, but was quite unlike
the Premiers usual utterances, and
very much weaker than usual. The
loader of the Opposition, in the course
of his criticism, made a very excellent
apeech which, if it had been noted by
the Premier, would doubtless work
very much good. But any remarks
made from this side of the House can
ouly meet with one reception from the
occupants of the Treasury benches.
Beyond that it cannot be said that
they are likely to do very much good.
In addition to the two speakers I have
mentioned, we have heard a speech
by the member for Irwin, to which I
will refer later.  There is one thing
about the Premier's speech that I
admire. He admitted, as he could not
help doing in the face of the figures
he presented to the House, his failure
to control the affairs of the country.
I admire the pluck of the Premier, not-
withstanding all that has happened
and the position that we find ourselves
in at the present time. The Premier,
it will be noticed, has promised no re-
form. With the Premier there is no
eloventh hour conversion. The Budget
presents an oppofrunity, not only for
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dealing with past transactions and the
administrative -acts of the Government,
but for dealing also with the future
transactions and future expenditure of
the country, and provides as well as
an opportunity for the Government
to tell this House and the people of
the State what they intend to do in
regard to future expenditure. In
addition, it is usual for the Premier,
in addressing himself to this question,
to make somo reference, at any rate,
to the possibilities that lie ahead and
the opportunities which are likely to be
given to the people of the State. There
was never a time when it was more
necessary for the Premier to do this than
now. But the Premier refrained from
giving this information, and no%, &
word of hope escaped his lips. The
Premier had noth g whatever to show
that would relieve 1he situation.

Mr. Foley: Did you want him to
prommige rain or good seasond ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I do not want
him to promise rain. I would like to
point out that there is no man in the
country who is in the same position as
the Premier, and no man in the country
has more information at his disposal
than the Premier, or i3 more in a position
to give the country the benefit of it.
The Premier on this occasion decided
to say nothing in regard to the future.
The member for Irwin in his sloquent
apeech—and I am bound to admit that
the speech was delivered with a great
doal of eloquence—was B0 anxious to
apologise to the Government and pass
the responsibilities on to us, all of whom
he classed, I think, as directors of the
affnirs of the State, that one might
be excused if ons thought that he too
should share some of the responsibility.

Mr. Munsie: It was only & [air
minded speech. It was an exhibition
of fair-mindedness which we have not
not had in the past from the benches
opposite.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I say that after
listening to the hon. member one might
be excused if one considered that he had
to share to some extent in the reapon-
pibilities of the past. I venture to say
that there are few Government sup-
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porters who would have gone so far in
commmendation of the actions of the
Government as did that hon. gentleran.
Mr. Gardiner is willing to condone the
offences of the Government, and every
stupidity of the Government, but I
doubt whether those sitting behind
the leader of the Country Party are of
that opinion. The leader of the Coun-
try party supported his exocuse and
apologies for the Government not by
argumens$, but by the old stock method
of making an attack upon the civil
sorvice, and the Civil Service Act.
Whenever the country is in trouble and
there is a time of financial atress, the
civil servants are said to be to blame
for it. The civil servanta of the State,
under the Commissioner, draw alto-
gether, including the amount paid for
temporary clerks, the swm of £386,000.
This amount is out of an expenditure
of £5,300,000, and yet we have the
merdber for Irwin excusing the Govern-
ment because £386,000 out of this
enormous sum is paid to those hard-
working, and for the mest part capable,
officials, men who do not deserve the
censure ofi anybody. No doubt there
are some men who ought to be got rid
of in the service, but they are, for the
most part, willing and anxious to help
the Government as far as they possibly
can. For the moat part, too, they are
men who do not accomplish the amount
of work they should because of the
system under which they are working.
I do not blame the Government for the
system. Itis asystem which hasgrown up
during the years past. DBut we never
can got down %o the simplicity of the
system obtaining in ordinary business
concerns, because the position is totally
different. If the Premier had not his
files complete how would he like it
when he came to the House ? He has
to account for every detail of every
transaction, and because he has to do
that, the system in vogue has to be
both cumbersome and expensive. Do
not let us attack the men who are in
the service and working under ¢this
system, or attack the service generally,
because of the mismanagement of our
administrators. I was surprised to
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find how ready the Premier was to
grasp at this excuse. He interjected
time and again * Give me power;
let me act and I will soon straighten
the position out.”” The Civil Service
Act is designed to protect the rights
of the State, and of the civil servants.
It was thought by the framers of the Act
that it would protect the civil servants
and give them a fair deal. When an
officer is appointed to the civil service
he may be the best man available on
the word of the Minister, but he is sup-
posed not to be there only at the pleasure
of the Minister appointing him, but
to have certain established rights.

The Minister for Mines: Like many
more pious hopes, this was not realised.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Act gives
ample power. It is said by the Gov-
ernment that it goes too far, that they
cannot get rid of officials they want to
get rid of, or dispense with the services
of men who may no longer be useful.
But did the Act protect good men like
Capt. Hare, or like Mr. A. 8. Roe or
Mr. James Cowan, or like that young
man who is so much wanted in the
State, Mr. Despeissis, or Mr. Dunstan,
or many others ? Did the Act prevent
Ministers from dismissing them ?

The Minister for Mines : Mr. Dunstan
did not come under the Act.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Did the Act
prevent Ministers from dismissing them ?
Did the Minister for Lands hesitate for
& moment to discharge Mr. Despeissig ?
Not he. It was easy when the Minister
wanted to do o to get rid of his officials.
If the Act failed in these cases to protect
the men who had sn undoubted right to
protection, how can it be said to protect
those who are unsuitable ! If there
is a man in any of the departments
who is not doing his work he canbe put
out. What can he say if he is told to
go ? A Minister will say he must go,
and he has to go. Did the Minister
dismniss Mr. Dunston, or did he not ?

The Minister for Mines: No! Does
the hon. member know the position ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I know it quite
well. I have had to get rid of a good
many men myself. What can & man do
when he is shunted from his office ?
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Hoe can do nothing if he is unsuitable.
What claim has he ¥ Appointments of
civil servants are supposed to be safe-
guarded, end are supposed to bo made
under the Act, and those already in the
employment of the service are supposed
to have a prior claim. Did Ministers
respect that Act ? Not they. When
they wanted a man for the State hotel,
they got Mr. O'Connor. How did they
get him ?

The Attorney General: He iz not
under the Act.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Public
Service Commissioner made the selec-
tion.

The Minister for Mines: He did not.

The Attorney General: It was re-
ferred to him, but not ag a right.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The services
of our Public Service Commissioner were
made available in connection with this
appointment. I am not saying any-
thing againat Mr, O’Connor. I bslieve
he runs the place very well.

Mr. Foley : Then, why this erticiam ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : When Ministers
wanted to give this pentleman the ap-
pointment they managed it very well.

The Attorney General: That is out-
aside the Act altogether.

The Minister for Mines : The appoint-
ment was not under the Act.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : It was a very
irregular appointrent.

The Minister for Mines : Tt was quite &

proper ons.
" Hon. J. MITCHELL : The advice of
the Public Service Commissioner was
gsought in connection with that appoint-
ment.

The Minister for Mines: Simply in
order t0 reduce the number.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Not to one,
but to 14. The Minister knew before-
hand what he wanted to do.

The Attorney General : Even suppose
he did, it was no crime.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am not re-
flecting upon Mr. O'Connor, but upon
the Government. The Government
say, “Pleage excuse us; we are in
trouble because of the Public Service.”
Ministers have always trampled the
laws of the State wunderfoot. The
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Attorney General trampled the Electoral
Act underfoot. 'When he wanted to
make up the rolls did he have any respect
for it ? No! He said “ Take the
names from the Federal roli,”” and so
there were stuck on the roll 1,000 names
of persons who ought not to have been
there.

The Attorney General : Did you suffer
any wrong 7|

The Minister for Mines : Was it & bad
rolf ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The Attorney
General admits that he was in the
wrong.

WiThe Attorney General; I do not.

Hon. Frank Wilson : How can it be
& good roll when 1,000 names of persons
who were not in existence were put on
it t

The Attorney General: It is better
to have 1,000 names too many than
100 names too little.

Mr. George: It would be all right if
they were earmarked.

The Attorney General : That is & nice
remark to make.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I am not going
to discuss this question. I hope we
will have a Royal Cormmission to inquire
into the whole matter next session.

Mr. Munsie: I thought you were
preaching econorny.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Well then,
let there be a select committee. Minis-
ters have trampled the laws of the
country underfoot. I have already
referred to the Electoral Act in this
regard. They disregard the Land Act
when they frame regulations which
are wullra wvir¢s and which are merely
instructions after all, in regard to the
conditional purchase leases. To-day
they are leasing Crown lands, which
under the Act, they are not properly
enabled to do, and thus are costing the
State thousands of pounds & year in
cash, money which the country ean ill
spare. Then there is the Arbitration
Act. They flouted this without a
blush, particularly when the award was
given in favour of temporary clerks.
They have never shown any regard
either for the Agricultural Bank Act.
They asked for authority to advance
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£200,000 to the bank, and when they
got the euthority they refused to make
the advance. Then there is the State
Trading Accounts Act, for which they
have had no regard whatsoever. They
do not, as I say, observe the lawa of the
land. And yet they say they cannot
deal with the civil service because the
law is against them. I am not going to
criticise a8 much as I mighs.

Mr. Thomas : I wonder at your modera-
tion.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Pre-
mier needs to be shown the greatest con-
sideration possible. The difficulty in
which he finds himself was not caused
by the war or drought. Ii the House
will allow me I will endeavour to account
for some of the Treasurer’s troubles.
If T eannot go so far in this direction as
the hon. member for Irwin {Mr. James
Gardiner), that is my misiortune. I
heard the defence of the Premier put
up by the member for Irwin and I listened
to him with admiration as he unfolded
excuse after excuse. I envied this new.
found admirer of the Premier, and
thought of Sir John Forrest’s Fremantle
candidate, who said, that he supported
Bir John Forrest when he was wrong,
and would return him again. Mr. Gar-
diner’s support was the more effective
becauss of his extreme modesty. He
made it clear that he was able more
effectively to contrel the finances of
Western Australia than either Mr.
Seaddan or Mr. Wilson because of greater
experience, and proceeded to give some
good advice which would be valuable
if only the Premier were willing snd the
constitution permitted. Unfortunately
both stand in the way, as I shall en-
deavour to show. It cannot of course
be expected that any federated State
can escape financial difficulty. It must
oceur to members who think back over
the past 14 years. We still have to
carry out the usual functions of Govern-
ment a8 applying in a well-developed
State. We have to settle and develop
& vast area of waste land, and to set up
industries by encouraging and helping
peopie. To his own sorrow, and to the
taxpayers' loss, the Treasurer has added
to the cost of administration by costly

and riskty Btate enterprises, In my
opinion we federated together too soon,
without knowing what would happen
financially. We have had to meet the
needs of a greedy Federal Parliament
ever reaching out for more revenue,
whilst thet revenue was urgently needed
for State development. I want to
compare some figures in connection with
the finsnces with those obtaining before
federation, and I think hon., members
will be startled when they are told what
has happened. In 1900, the year before
we federated, the last year of home rule,
we collected in customs and excise
£933,716, in 1903 the amount was
£1,255,731, in 1908-9, under Mr. Wilson,
we collected £616,824, which was the
worst year, and was £640,000 less than
in 1903. Last year the amount collected
was £640,963, an enormous drop. The
total revenues were as follows:—For
the year endedf 30th f June, 1901,
£3,079,000 ; for 1003,: £3,630,238, or
£560,000 more in the three years; in
1508-9, £3,267,014, whilst in 1914 it
amounted to £5,205,343. . This last year
we had £2,000,000 more revenue than in
the worst year. In 1902 we had a popu-
lation of 205,000, equal to £17 1s. 7d. per
head. In 1908-9 Mr. Wilson reduced
this per capita to £12 11s., which is the
lowest recorded. That was eurely a
magnificent feast. To-day, owing to the
mismanagement of the administrators,
aithough we have a population of 325,000
the revenue extracted per head amounts
to £16 5s. 2d. Turning to the expenditure
in the financial year 1802-3, this
amounted to £3,521,763, and there was
a surplus in that year of £108,475. In
1909, Mr. Wilson’s worst year, the ex-
penditure reached £3,368,000, and the
defi¢it for the year was £101,437. Last
yoar, 1914, the expenditure climbed up
to £5,340,745, and the deficit for the
year to £1,354,110. For the purpose
of comparison it is necessary to keep in
mind the interest bill. In 1903 this
amounted to £692,602, as against 1910-11
when it had risen to £1,046,236, and in
1913-14 to £1,384,006, an increase of
£380,000 in three years. Ministers
should take a pull ; people cannot stand
further increases of direct taxation. Of
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course there have been increases of
revenue, but those have been due to the
agricultural policy of the Liberal ad-
ministration, Land revenue has in-
creased by £233,000, railway earnings
by £894,000, and harbours by £140,000,
Againet these increases, however, our
interests Bill is £782,000. DMinisters
should keep before their minds always
the necessity of keeping the revenue
received from direct taxation apart from
the revenue derived from the Federal
anthorities. Income derived from
Federal sources dropped last year to
£400,000. The worst results of the
war and the drought have yet to comse,
and it ia my duty to warn Ministers of
this and remind them of their duty to
the country. Unlike the leader of the
Country Party I cennot feel that they
will take me into their confidence, or
even listen fo my advice unless given in
this public fashion. Ministers have bor-
rowed ten millions during the last three
years, and the public debt now stands
at 30 millions, one-third of which has been
set up by our friends opposite in the
last three years. N

«Mr. Taylor: You cannot find fsult
with their borrowing.

Boon. J. MITCHELL: No, not if
they were to spend the money wisely.

Mr. Foley: How much have they
spent in State trading concerns ?

+Hon. J. MITCHELL : I daresay the
Troasurer could give the hon. member
the information. The purchase of the
Perth trams, the power house—an un.
necessary expenditure at this juncture—
the sawmills, the butcher shops, the
steamers, the brickworks, and the rest
of these undertakings probably account
for not less than a million and a-half,
+Mr. Foley : That is only assumption.
+Hon. J. MITCHELL : I only know
what the Minister has been pleased to
tell us from time to time. Our deficit
has grown to £898,000 and to this must
be added a considerable amount to cover
the £136,000 which has been charged
to advances, and not to either loan or
revenuo. Why have Ministers faked
this balance ? Why have not these
amounts been cherged to their proper
items ? Xf they were s0 charged probably
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the deficit would amount to a million
pounds. Ministers have a strange way
of doing business, and this balance is
not & true balance at all, as the Auditor-
General peints out. AH hon. members
have read the Auditor-General's report
on page 27, showing that this has not
been charged up to either revenue or
loan. It is wrong for Ministers to bring
down a statement which they know to
be incorrect. Why cannot Ministers
give us correct information ? I have
endeavoured to set out the position as
it is, and to show the difficulties which
have faced the Government in con-
sequence of the reduced amount col-
lected from the Comamonwealth. I want
to know if that position does not demand
from Ministers more than they suggest.
No economy is thought of ; the Estimates
show this. There is no intention to
develop our natural resoureces. The one
way out of the difficulty is in develop-
ment. There is no chance of saving
anything appreciable by cutting off a
few pounds from some poor unfortunate
civil servant’s salary, or by dismissing
8 civil servant here and another there.
Of course if they are not wanted they
must be dismissed, but we understend
that a number of them are to be dis-.
missed, merely in order to save a very
small sum of money. If our great
South-West were developed properly—
The Minister for Mines: You have
talked about the South-West for many
yoars. What have you done for it ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I did a great
deal for the South-West. The only way
out of the difficulty is to make use of our
natural resources. The country pro-
vides all the elements necessary to
success. The Minister asked what did
we do for the Bouth.-West. Wa appointed
Mr. Connor, we appointed Mr. Moody,
we appointed Mr. Scott, the irrigationist.
We have 300 or 400 irrigation plots
going now. What has the Minister done,
beyond attempting to appoint a ‘check
inspector on the goldfields ? We put in
tree-pullers in the South-West. We
dammed the rivers and drained the lands,
which was the only thing to be done in the
South.-West. TUntil this was done the
South-West was hardly ready to take lime.
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It is the ¢ustom to repeat the parrot
cery of the Minister, that we did nothing
for that part of the Btate. We did
more for the South-West than all the
Governiments that went before us.

Mr. Munsie : They give you eredit for
ringbarking hundreds of acres of splendid
karri forests.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I did not do it,
nor did I authorise it. I have explained
this before, yet the hon, member brings
up the old statement.

The Minister for Mines:
happened.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: No, not in
my time. If we had remained in office
we would have had dairy farms going
there now. Many gentlernen, active,
prosperous, and successful, say it cannot
be done., T say it can be done. There
is no insurmountable difficulty. All that
could be done of a preparatory character
was done by us years ago. When
present Ministers came into office they
stopped the drainage works.

It merely

The Minister for Mines : Where ?
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Down the
Bouth-West. You carried out one or

two drainage schemes, but the great
national work of utilising the rivers and
brooks has been abandoned. When hon.
members talk about the South-West
“they should remember that the present
Government are doing very much less
than was done in our time. Thus,
with £306,000 more revenue to spend
we find that mining has received £7,000
less from revenue this year than it
received lsat year, while the timbar
industry has received £176,000 less, the
lands £12,000 less, and agriculture
. £15,000 less. On these three items,
which mean so much, the only depart-
ments which can get this State out of
trouble, the Government are sttempting
to save money.

The Attorney Genoral : You complain
that we are spending t00 much, and you
complain that we sare not spending
enough.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I say you are
spending Jess on the only departments
that count. With a Iand development
policy actively pursued this country
mould be out of trouble in no time ;
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but these Estimates show what the
Government think of mining, of land, and
of agriculture. Yet they indulge in
expenditure on & lavish scale in other
directions. They spend on a steamer
sufficient money to develop 100 mines.
We admit. that the Government are
sitting in the shadow of a great trial,
but the position is they do not know the
way out, and are not endeavouring to
find it.

The Minister for Mines :
and show us.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I am endeav-
ouring to show you that the only way
is through active development, through
the employment of 50 or 00 surveyors,
through the encouragement of gold.
mining, of the timber industry, and of
agriculture. Nine years ago, when we
came into power the position of the
country was not as bad as it is to-day,
because the Labour Government had not
been in power for three years; but they
had been in power for one year, and con-
sequently the position was very bad
indeed. We did not say to the civil
servants, ** You must take your walking
ticket.”” We said, “ Let us have a few
more surveyors, a few more railway
builders, more men on the goldfields and
on the lands,”’ with the result that three
years ago this country enjoyed a pro-
sperity previcusly undreamt of.

Mr, Foley : How many men did you
put on the goldfelds ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The hon. mem-
ber knows that we did more for mining in
those slx years than was ever done
before or attempted since.

The Minister for Mines: The gold-
fields gave their answer to that at the
last general elections.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The goldfields
gave an answer to suit the Minister, and
1 daresay they always will, because they
aro determined Labour supporters who
make no very great inquiry. It is hard
to believe that thousands of electors on
the goldfields would all think alike if
they did inguire. It is the custom
there to vote for Ministers and Minis-
terial supporters, and of course, they
voted unanimously for them at the last
election.

Be a pairiot
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Hon. Frank Wilson: They would put
the acid on them if they did not.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It will be
rather interesting to see how they will
act when the next elections come round,
when possibly the Esperance railway
will not even have atarted. I could
point to many irregularities mentioned
in the Auditor General’s reports.

The Minister for Mines: Not more
than he mentioned when you were in
office.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : There are. If
the Minister likes I will mention a few
that will take an hour or two. I could
not get through the objections raized
by the Auditor General in one day.

The Minister for Mines : He raised a
few in your day.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Very few in.
deed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: There are one
or two matters that have been neglected
by Ministers. It is a statutory re-
quirement that Ministers should con-
tribute to the fund to wipe out loan
expenditure in connection with lend
from year to year at & fixed rate. The
Auditor General points out that Minia.
toers have not made this contribution,
though they have collected the land
rents.  Ministers have made a great
song about outstanding land rents.
The Auditor General pointa out that
they have £31,000 on land rents which
were deferred last year. There is a
sum of £100,000 owing up to the 30th
June and & sum of £31,000 held over for
the 12 months only. Mintsters have no ex-
cuse. Why have they not made this
contribution Money is taken from
loan to improve lands in various ways,
and this money has by Statute to be
returned in half-yearly payments. But
Ministers have paid short of their proper
payments by thousands of pounds and
they have failed to place ihis shortage to
the credit of loan fund.

Hon. Frank Wilson: They had to
keep their deficit down.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : And of course
their deficit is shown as being so much
less, We do not want to labour the
question.
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Hon. Frank Wilson : Is that not what
you would call faking accounts ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Yes; I would
call it faking accounts.  Parliament
hss no control over this ; it i8 & atatu-
tory requirement. Ministers have no
regard for the Statutes or the law of the
land. They flout the law of the land
whenever it suits them to do eo. In
1910-11 we expended on the Fremantle
Harbour Works £19,000 odd. This
amount was paid off by the then Trea-
surer from the profits earned that year.
During the past three years £90,000 has
been expended and £140,000 has been
received. The Government have only
paid £50,000 of the amount that they
have expended from revenue, making
£40,000 which was covered by revenue
standing to-day., In other words they
have relisved their deficit by £40,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson: On one item
alone.
Hon. J. MITCHELL: Yes. In

many other ways they have not scrupled
at all to make use of every possible
opportunity of faking the position.
There never was anything like it in the
history of the State. It is & most
sericus matter.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, and it
ought to be inquired into.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : These figures
constitute & very small proportion of
the record of maladministration by this
Government. Under the leader of
the Opposition, when he was Premier,
economy was carefully studied.

Hon. Frank Wilson : Yes, every time.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : But this Gov-
ernment have been absclutely reckless
during their occupancy of office. Take
their expenditure on rmotor cars alone.
To.day it is costing over £3,000 a year
to keep Ministers’ cars going and that
id only one itern. They never scruple
to spend money and under their regime
there has been the grossest possible
extravagance, just at & time when
there was most need for economy. The
hon. Frank Wilson, when Premier,
lived within his means. The Premier
of to-day, however, said at the last elec-
tions ‘““Let the deficit grow ™ ; but it
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could not grow unless he went on borrow-
ing from someone.

The Minister for Mines: You got
down $0 live within your meana for one
year only out of six.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Our revenue
had fellen to a sum of two millions less
than Ministers get to-day, and we
naturally had a deficit. We kept the
wheels of progress going, however, and
we kept our people in employment and
we gave them opportunity to work.
We had to have a deficit. As soon as
the effect of our work began to be felt
we managed to square the finances and
that work had its effect during the last
year or two of our administration, with
the result that just prior to our leaving
office, there was a credit balance of
£13,000. If Ministers had only financed
a8 honestly——

The Attorney General : Do you accuse
us of dishoneaty ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : No. If Minis-
ters had made the deficit they ought
to have made——

Mr. Foley : You cannot accuse a man
of political dishonesty and say that he is
personally honest.  That was what the
Kalgoorlie Miner said of three of your
colleagues.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And it had to
pay for it.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : I have pointed
out cases where transfers should have
been made to the debit of revenue. If
these transfers had been honestly made,
the deficit would not have been £900,000
or 80, but a great deal over a million
pounds to-day. There is need for
economy. I pointed out that owing
to our financial troubles, brought about
largely by the needs of the Federal
Government, and by their taking so
much more year by year out of our
revenue, we must have economy. This
was roalized by the leader of the Opposi-
tion when he was occupying the position
of Treasurer of the State and he efiected
& cure without damaging the country.
The country was developing rapidly.

The Minister for Mines: What an
ungrateful comntry it was to turn him
out after all these great services.
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Hon. J. MITCHELL : That was not
a test at all. At that time the country
was in a prosperous condition. It was
not prosperous on borrowed money.
We borrowed on an average £1,100,000
againgt £3,300,000 borrowed by our
friends opposite. There was economy
in the strictest sense of the word, not
brought about by cutting down salaries
or by dismissing officers from the ser-
vice, but by wise expenditure. There
was activity on every hand.

The Minister for Mines : In fact, general

prosperity.
Hon. TFrank Wilson: General confi-
dence.

Hopn. J. MITCHELL : To-day, how-
ever, there is stagnation.

The Minister for Mines : I believe you,
but some people would not.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Everyone
knows that there was prosperity then,
just as much as thoy know that there
is stagnation and no employment now.
Perth is looked upon as a concentra-
tion camp where men can be fed be-
cause they eannot find any employment.
Three years ago the people in the coun-
try had some faith in the future ; to-day
they only have doubt.

The Attorney Gemeral : They believed
in you then ; now they despair of you.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Our farming in-
dustry is good, our agricultural industry,
our pastoral, mining, and timber indus-
tries are good ; why then do the people
doubt ? They doubt because both public
and private credit has been undermined
and undermined by the actions of the
Government, the deliberate undertakings
of the Government. I do not suppose
the Government had any knowledge of
what would happen. They have spent
so recklessly and borrowed so extrava-
gantly that this, which has happened,
was bound to happen. In my opinion
no section of the people has benefited ;
in fact I believe every section of the
people is worse off now than it was before.
I am perfectly willing to admit that there
are some cases where men have secured
more money and a great deal less work
than befors, this being due to bad
management. When the Premier came
into office he might have followed one
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of two courses. He might have adopted
a progressive policy, or he might have
become reactionary. The platform of
the Labour Party demands the latter
course and the Government followed it.
A great many members of that party
thought that progress made special
opportunity to some people, whereas
it meant opportunity to ali the people.
Rather than risk benefiting the few,
they ran the rule over the whole lot
with the result that we have this position.
I do not say that some classes of the
community have not benefited. So
long as this Government are in powaer
we shall have a gradual decrease in the
weekly earnings. The Government now
have men on for 44 hours a week and
in some cases only five days a weel,

Mr. Folay: The poor casual worker
is not growling, but the ecivil servants
are, many of them,

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Is it not patent
to everyone that this position is due to
the extravagant expenditure of the Gov-
ernment in the past ¥ Of course if is,
If the Government persist in the course
they have followed there is only one
ending to it all. The only way to pro-
gress i3 to have our people employed
and to encourage private enterprise.
We must develop our industries. Four
million pounds worth of stuff was im-
ported last year from the Bastern States
although a great deal of this could have
been manufactured here. If it is not
going to be manufactured by the Gov-
ernment let it be manufactured by
private people. ‘When they are en-
couraging the *State by factories, lot
the people who take thermn on be safe
in their investments. The result of
this may be that in the Inture, instead
of having 300,000 pecple contented,
happy and prosperous in the State, there
will be millions of people who will be
happy. contented, prosperous. I hope
that hon. members, particularly newmem-
bers, will look into this question for them-
selves and read the public reports and that
they will come to a just conclusion as
to what the Government have done and
will gauge to its full value their failure.
The work of the Government during the
laat. three years has not justified their
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return to office. If it had not been for

the goldfields they would not have been
returned.  They are, fortunately for
them, now veturned for the next three
years and are going to govern the coun-
try., I do not know what will be the
result of their administration. I warn
the workers of the Stats, at any rate,
that all that has happened to them
that has been favourable in the past
has happened to them because of the
actions of their nominees and that fur-
ther trouble to them will come because
of the mismanagement and maladminis-
tration of Ministers. Iwould just like to
point out that there is an opportunity,
if the Government would only grasp the
situation, in connection with the intro-
duction of food. Owing to the war it is
estimated by a writer in the Siandard
of Empire that there will be a shortage of
42 million bushels of wheat and rye in
France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and
Russia. That is to say that there will-
be less cropping done to this amount.
The writer pointed out that these coun-
tries have a total wheat area of 108
million actres and a rye area of
102 million acres, and that there
would ordinarily “be an area of culti-
vation of 210 million acres of land.
It s suggested that Canada should in-
crease her crop 50 per cent., that Aus-
tralia should increase by 20 per cent.,
and India by 10 per cent. I do not
know if this can be done, but if it can
it means not less than 1,500,000 acres.
We have not only the opportunity
here, but it out dubty, and the Govern-
ment should encourage our producers
to sow the largest area of wheat they
can. 1 am sugpesting & way of getting
over some of the unemployed difficulty
and our financial troubles, and it is
to encourage the growing of crops which
can be so readily sold. I feel, with the
hon. member fer Irwin, that we should
endeavour to live within our means,
but the Government have never eon-
deavoured to do that. They said before
the last election that they were not
afraid of a deficit, in fact, they were
proud of it; it was a sign of ability.
Then the member for Irwin said that
we should all take the responsibility.
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With the enormous revenue we have
the Govermment have a responsibility
to all the poeple. The people are en-
titled to have good roads. I know to-
day where roads have been destroyed
and where s bridge has been broken
down and the authorities will not repair
it becouse the Government will not heip
them,

The
that ?

Hon J. MITCHELL : The bridge I
am referring to is at Collie

The Minister for Works: We are
making provision for a bridge there.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The people
have & right to ask the Government to
undertake their responasibilities, seeing
the amounts which the Government
collect from the people. The member for
Irwin claims that every member should
take the regpongibility. FEvery mem.-
ber is responsible to this extent ; he can
express his views of approval or dis-
approval of the Government and point
out the way in which work ean be done,
but it is due to the House, constituted
a8 this one is, thut members should be
fairly treated. Only the other day the
leader of the Opposition was spealting
and; criticising the State steamers,
and the Premier replied, “ You may
wake up to find two more stoamers
bought.””  Take the powellising agreo-
ment : was that not kept a secret for
18 months, and that agreement provided
for an expenditure of £37,500 a year for
ten years ? Were members responsible
for that? We did not know of its
existence for 16 months. It would be
interesting for the Government to tell
us how much they paid for timber
treated, and how much of the £37,500
due for last year was paid [or services
rendered. I understand that £500
or £600 would pay the royalty, and the
rest was given away. There was a con-
tract for a million sleepers with the
Powellising Company. Where i3 this
contract ? Can we see it, and what
was it 7 This contract was hidden for
16 months and we are denied a look at
it even now,

The Minister for Works : I say there
is no contract.

Minister for Works: Where ia
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Hon. J. MITCHELL: Your prede-
cessors say there was.

The Minister for Works : What was
and what is are very different things.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Now we have
it. The Minister says there was a
contract, and that it has been got rid of.
1 am showing how membera have been
treated in the past. There was the
purchase of the steamers. That was a
secret purchase, and a very bad purchase
indeed. Then there are the Govern-
ment sawmills, brickworks, butchers’
shops, all these were started without
the knowledge or congent of Parlia-
ment. We were in no way responsible
for these things. We had not an
opportunity for 16 months of eriticising
the powellising agreement. We did
not know of it, but I know a great deal
more than Ministers have told me.

Mr, Heitmann : What about the Bever-
ley estate ?

Hoop. J. MITCHELL : That is an un-
fortunate interjection on the part of the
member for Geraldton. The Avondale
estate was bought by us and cut up by
us, and would have been sold if the
present iovernment had not reserved .
the land from sale. I can give the
names of gentlemmen who applied for

land on the Avondale estate. There
were several applicants.
Mr. Thomas: Only one, Sir John

Forrest.

Hon. J, MITCHELL: There were
several, and the applicants were refused,
as the estate was reserved by the Gov-
ernment, and I believe it was reserved for
a State Farm. Al the land would
have been taken up if it had not been
resorved by the present Government.

Mr. Heitmann : Had the present Gov-
ernment purchased an estate from one
of their supporters, what would you
have said ?

The Minister for Mines : Recom-
mended by a colleague, purchased by a
colleague and from a colleague.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : In connection
with the timber mills, why have the
Government refused to issue permits ?
The Premier has said that 500,000
sleepers would cut out the forests of
W.A, There are 100,000,000 slespers
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on the land held by the Crown to-day,
yet the Premier would not allow the
Feaderal Government to get their 500,000
sleepers. I suppose that when this
timber business is looked into it will
be found that some of the loss on the
timber mills will have been made good
by the sleeper cutters. We were told
the other day that single men were to
be refused licenses, and I think the
member for Forrest hed some letters in
the paper referring to this matter. Do
we know why these permits were refused ;
why the timber industry has been inte-
fered with ?

The Minister for Mines: The licenses
have been issued as usual.
Hon. Frank Wilson:

down.

The Minister for Mines: There were
never any other Iinstructions issued.
The only point is that the Government
have ceased to advance to single men.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: It would be
interesting for the Minister to make a
statement sotting out the true position.
There has been a good deal of monkey-
ing over this timber business that Minis-
ters ought to be ashamed of.  in refer-
ence to the Wongan-Mullewa line : why
does that remsain unopened ? 1 am told
that the Minister for Works is charging
8ix times as much as is charged on
Govermment railways. Let the line
be opened and let us get as much revenue
as we can from it. Are the Government
going to keep the line closed to traffic ?

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member does not assert that we will
not take the railway over as soon as
it is available,

Hon., J, MITCHELL: It has been
available for months, If the Govern-
ment can run the line through the
Works Department, which is an inex-
perienced Department, surely the Gov-
ernment can run it through the Railway
Department, which is an experienced
department. What is the reason this
line is not opened ?

The Minister for Works: Do not
forget we are running at one-third the
cost that your Government were.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: These high
rates have been continued for a year

You backed
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after the line has been connected up
with the system. Again, I would
point out to the (Government that they
can get revenus by opening that line
and cerrying the stock traffic,

The Minister for Works ;
will not pay axle grease.
no traffic.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I should be
glad if the member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) would tell us how we on these
benches were responsible for increasing
fortilizer freights against the farmer
end for reimposing the terminal charge
upon the farmer. Were we consulted ?
I repeat that those burdens were placed
on the shouiders of the farmer by the
Government, for the reason that the
Government failed to obtain approval
for additional taxation. Such approval
having been refused, the Government,
without Parliamentary sanction-—at a
time, I beliove, when Parliament was
not in session—set out to obtain, by
hook or by crook, £30,000 or £40,000
more revenue from the farmer than
before.

Mr. Foley : What Government was it
that first imposed the terminal charge on
the farmers ?

Hon. J. MITCHELL : The terminal
charge was originally put on by the
Liberal Govermment, I admit quite
frankly ; but it was intended to con-
tinue only wuntil such tine as the
lines were paying. DMoreover, the
timber companies paid the greater
portion of the amount received on
sccount of terminal charges. Who
reduced the fertiliser freights ¥ The
Liberal Government. Who increased
the fertiliser freights ? The Labour
Government, Who reduced the stock
rates ? The Liberal Government. Who
increased the atock rates ! The Labour
Government. The Labour Government
penalised the farmer every time. I
am endeavouring to point out that we
have been on a financial apree. Twenty
four millions of money in three years !
And yet the people have nothing to do,
and yet there is depreasion. The test
of ability in finanee is successful work
done. The member for Irwin (Mr,
James Gardiner) as Treasurdr had no

The line
There is
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troubles because he was in receipt ofgan
enormous revenuwe, Lhe present Trea-
surer has had no success. The leader
of the Opposition, however, was &
success as Treasurer, and left his sue-
ceggor & very good example to follow,
It ought to have been easy for the
present Treasurer to carry on the de-

velopmental work which was being
done when he took office. But that
work was not continued. The Labour

Government determined not to perse-
vere with the work that was being done
when they took office. The result
has been that we have increased our
expenditure enormously, while’ at;the
same time decreasing individual oppor-
tunities. = Workers and business men
have had, and are having, a bad time.
This can be rectified, and ought to be
rectified, and will be rectified. Wastern
Australia would be prosperous in the
extreme if the best use were made of
the 300,000 people we have here. I
do ask hon. members to believe that I
did not set out on my task to-day with
the idea of unduly criticising Ministers,
but with the intention of peinting out
the right roead and the wrong road,
and asking Ministers at least to go just
& little bit along the right rond for a
month or two, in order that the diffi-
culties besetting Parliament and our
people individually and collectively may
be removed. I hope at any rate that
Ministers will appreciate my forbear-
eance. I am astounded at my own
moderation, because so much that
ought to be criticised has been left
untouched by me. However, this is
o time when we all ought to assist, to
the utmost of our ability, to rectify the
mistakes of the Government, and to
place Western Australia once again on
the high road of prosperity.

+Mr. GEORGE _(Murray-Wellington)
(6:5]:) I have to thank the member
for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas) for his
courtesy and consideration in allowing
me to take an opportunity which was,
I understand, arranged for him, How-
ever, 1 desire to say a few words on
what is probably the last occasion of
my  attending the House during this
sesgion. I felt disposed to follow on
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the track of my friend the member
for Northam (Hon. James Mitchell),
who has been present during the whole

of the debate on the Estimates and who,
therefore, has had the opportunity of
drawing attention to various matters
on which possibly I might otherwise
have had something to say. My special
object in rising now is to utter & few
words with regard to the situation in
which the Government find themselves
es & result of the present financial
stringency. During the last [ew days
the_Government have decided to make
an alteration in connection with the
railway service, namely the substitution
of a 44 hours week for the 48 hours wesk,
There has been, and there is still, con-
siderable agitation and perturbation
amongst the railway employees in thet
eonnection. As an ex-Commissioner, but
as one whose interests are still in that
great department, I should like to say
from my place,here to those men that
they would be wise, very wise indeed,
if, in the present crisis, they met the
Government fully as regards the proposal
which the Government have placed be-
fore them. The men have to consider,
as the country has to consider, that
with a 44 hours week and earning 9s.
per day they will be receiving 49s. 6d. per
woek. Now, the great bulk of the
workers of this State, who have to assist
inproviding the money to pay that 49s. 6d.
per week, are not earning anything like
thet amount themselves. It is all very
well for the officials of great organisations,
for committees and others, to try to
maintain and uphold & position gained at
the cost of a deal of fighting. T do not
grumble at that. I do urge, however,
that when a great emergency comes,
such an emergency a8 confronts this
State and, indeed, the whole of ther
British Empire, it is futile, it is wrong,
for any particular class of the community
to attempt to escape its fair share of the
burden. The proposition which has been
submitted to the railway men simply
means that either the number of em-
ployees will have to be reduced in order
to let those retained have their full time,
or else that the full number will be kept
on at & reduced rate of pay applying to
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the whole of the employees. With the
loss of freightage, with the shrinkage
in passengers traffic, the returns of the
railways have been falling, and are still
falling, and will continue to fall. 1t is
impossible, under such eonditions, for
a Commissioner, or for a Ministry, or for
Parliament, to avoid resorting to a
curtailment of the running of the rail-
way system. There must be a cutting
down of trains, not only of passenger
but also of freight trains ; and that must
necessarily carry with it a reduction.
in the number of men employed. Now,
where there is & large body of men
employed—the Railway Department em.-
ploy something like 7,000—is it not
wise for those men to consider if it is
not better that all their mates should have
employment, even if it is not full em.
ployment, than that some should have
iull employment and others be cast into
the ranks of the unemployed of this
State? I make these few remarks simply
with one object. I believe that without
undue conceit I may say that even now
with a great maeny of the railway men
a few words from their old Commissioner
may carry weight. I speak in the hope
that wise counsels may prevail, that
the action of the (Glovernment will be
recognised as being action which in the
circumstances any Covermment would
have had to teke, and thai the Govern-
ment’s proposal will be furthered by the
railway men instead of opposed.

Mr, THOMAS (Bunbury) [6-10]:
I am not going to follow the lead of
gome hon. members who have made
excuses for addressing the House. I
feel that the present is the most important
oceasion we have ever confronted, at
all events since I have been a member of
Parliament. Unfortunately, we have had
to face serious issues during the past
few months ; and I incline to the opinion
that we have a still more serious time
to face in the future.

The Attorney General : Sure.

Mr, THOMAS : I think there is little
doubt of that, and I think it behoves
every member of Parliament, no matter
on what side oi the House he may sit,
to give his best_thoughts to assist the
Government and incidentally the country,
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over the stile for the time being. When
the meomber for Northam {Hon. J. Mit-
chell) was speaking, he devoted a con-
siderable portion of his time to criticis
ing the leader of the Country party.
He said that the leader of the Country
party had apologized and apologised and
reapologised for the errors of the Labour
Government. 1 was in my place in
the House when the member for Irwin
spoke, and I listened very attentively,
and I did not hear him apologise for
anybody. I want to say this honestly,
thet I desire to compliment the leader
of the Country party on having, as far
83 lay in his power, raised the level and
the tone of debate in this House. In
the years that are past, the few yeara
that 1 have known here, there has been
too0 muech recrimination. I myself am
as much to blame as anybody else is
for that. I am not wishing to avoid any
blame in that respect. But since the
member for Irwin has been here, he has
tried to be fair, I daresay there are
many matters on which the leader of the
Country party has not agreed with the
Labour party ; but the hon. member has
taken into consideration the times that
we are facing, and he has tried to be
fair in his criticism of the Government ;
and, above all things, he has tried to be
helpful. Now, it has been said that
the one occupation to which no man
ever serves an apprenticeship is that of
critiec. It is easy to indulge in de-
struetive eriticism ; and for years past—
I do not say this spitefully at all—we
have had from the QOpposition benches
nothing but destructive criticism, a
continunal carping, faultfinding criticism ;
but we have never had from those benches
any constructive criticism. And, after
all, the creative faculty is the one that
is of value to the Government of a
eountry. 1 do not c¢are where the Gov-
ernment may come from; they wil
have faults ; and if critics are going to
see only the fsults of the Governmment
and give them nao credit for their virtues,
it is easy to tell the same old story which
wo have heard so oiten and had repeated
once again this evening. The leader
of the Country party said that this State
needed & moral tonic ; end in that re-
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mark, conveying so much as it does,
I entirely agree with him. The hon.
member also had the courage to say
thet, while he was not in the position
to administer that tonic, he would stand
behind the Premier if that hon. gent
was prepared to administer it.

The Premier: Would you make up
the tonic ?

Mr. THOMAS: It would be a pood
one if T compounded it. Now, difficult
and all as the position may seem today,
it would be an easy matter to correct
the present financial situation, to bring
forward the reforms that are necessary,
if, when the thing was decided upon, the
whole of Parliament would stand behind
Ministers, and give them a fair oppor-
tunity to carry their reforms into effect.
But what is the position? That im-
mediately anything is done, no matter
-how good it may be

The Premier : Or how necessary.

Mr. THOMAS - Or how imperative
it may be, we have the fact that members
of the Opposition find feult with it, not
only in this Chamber but ocutside it,
carrying their faultfinding into tho
country. And what is the result in the
Press ? We find that even the best of
Bills—and nearly the whote of the mem-
berg of this Chamber have agreed upon
sorne of the Bills that have come for-
ward during the present session, mes-
sures which were not party measures, but
measures brought forward for the benefit
of Western Australis—are subjected to
the cruellest misrepresentation in a Press
which is supposed to exist for the benefit
and for the protection of the pubiic.

Sitting suspended from 6-15to 7-30 p.m.

Mr. THOMAS: It seems to me
that throughout Australia for many
years past the people have heen
learning to lean too much upon
the Cavernment. It appears to have
been expected thot the Government
could do impossibilities, that they
should be prepared to find revenue and
perform miracles and yet should never
be expected to bring in any increased
taxation or any increased payments of
any description, to enable them to do
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that. The time has arrived when all
parties and all leaders in public life
should make the position plain. The
position should be explained that with-
out revenue, or without income, or
increased taxation, it is & sheer im-
possibility for the Government to in-
cronse their expenditure and to carry
on the things that are needed to be carried
or in the country at the present time.
With regard to the question of a moral
tonic, T might refer one section of the
community, and that is the Public Press.
It seems to me that while it may be
permisasible under some circumstances
for politicians to be guided almost en-
tirely in their judgments by party
interests, although unquestionably that
is wrong, it seems a great pity that the
Press of Western Australia should not
forget that such things as parties exist
and remember that there is such a thing
as considering the welfars of Woeatern
Australia, irrespoctive of any party or
any other consideration. It seems to
me & great pity that the moral tore and
general influence of the Press are not
excrted and directed exclusively in the
interests of the people, instead of their
judgments being warped and their in-
fluence being wused in bchalf of
the particular party whose interests
they are advocating. There comes a
time in the history of all states and all
nations when the people should rise
to a higher level. There has never been
any occagion in the history of the British
nation when people should adopt a dis-
interested attitude more than is de-
manded at the present time.

Mr, Heitmann : This alleged fresedom
of the Press does not exist. They are
controlled by advertisers almost en-
tirely.

Mr. THOMAS : 1do not think that this
is so. They have the idea that they
are supported by a certain scction of the
community. It ssems to me at times
that all fair judgment is suspended. I
do not claim  any ‘special . coumdem-
tion for our parby This ;is;la Jtime
when judgment seems to have .,_been
suspended and when ocriticism is. in-
dulged in with one object only, the
benefit of party irrespectiva of the
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benefit of the people of the State as
& whole. It is regrettable that in a
country like this we cannot produce
public men in possession of great power,
men who will infiuence public apinion
in the right 'direction, and it is
regrottable also that we cannot pro-
duce public organs, to influence
public opinion in the same way and
mon who will rise above such petty
and paltry considerations and place
the welfare of the State above anything
else.

Mr. Taylor: You cannot get mem-
bers of Parliament even to do that.

Mr. THOMAS : I do not know.

Mr. Willmott : You should say “all
membera of Parliament.

Mr. THOMAS: 1 think there are
some who are prepared to take a fair
minded view of the situation, and let
us hope that things will be better in ths
future. The hon. member for Northam
(Hon. J. Mitchell} devoted some time to
the question of increased revenue that
we wore deriving in Western Australia
to-day, and he wondered why it was
that with such an increased revenue
we were not able to finance the affairs
of the country without accumulating
a deficit. I know that, throughout
the time of the Iast genersl election, this
bald staternent was made very effectively
againgt the Labour Party, namely that
we had an enormous revenue, increased
in fact to many millions of pounds be-
yond what the Liberals had had years
ago, and consequently that with this
veastly increased revenue, we ought to
be financial and should have been able
to have put aside s thumping surplus
as woll. With that argument in view,
it would be well to consider the exact
position and how it is we have such a
vastly increased revenue and where this
revenue all goes. In looking at the
Statistical Abstract I find that the total
taxation of Western Australia is £386,000
an amount of a trifle under 24s. per
head per annum, I have not been able
to search all the records of all the coun-
tries in the world, but I doubt very
much whether there is any other country
that you could point to that has a lighter
taxation than Western Australia.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Heitmann : That is for the State-

Mr. THOMAS : We are in the State
Parliament, These are the only taxzes
that we have to deal with. We cannot
control the expenditure of any other
Parliament,

Mr. Male : Can you tell me any other
State that reaches that amount ?

Mr. THOMAS: Can you tell me
any other State where it i3 lesa ?

Mr. B. J. Stubbs : We have the lightest
land and income tax of any State in
Australia.

Mr, THOMAS : Including the land and
income tax and all other taxes, it amounts
to £386,000. In the last 10 years the
taxation has not increased. by prob-
ably more than £100,000. In addition
to that, the total receipts from the
Commonwealth amount to £640,000 and
for part of that we render some services,
and another part of it is for rent on trans-
ferred properties. If we total these two
amounts we find in round figures it comes
to one million pounds of money. The
remainder of the income of the State
amounts to 4} millions, and how do we
obtain that ? 'We obtain it by services
rendered and by payments made to us.
Numbers of people would have us be-
lieve, for interested motives, that the
people are being taxed to the extent of
5} millions of money, but such is not
the case. If our friends opposite, who
are advocates of private enterprise, had
their way and all railways and other
things now controlled by the State were
run by private companies, the whole of
that 4} millions would not be received
by the Goveroment at all, whilst the
people would be paying the money just
the same as they are doing now, but
would not derive the same benefit from
it. They would have to pay interest
on capital for the reason that they would
have to pay to the shareholders suffi-
cient money fto enable them to pay
interest and sinking fund, and provide
a fat profit for the shareholdera as well.

Member: The serviees would not
cost so much.

Mr, THOMAS : I will prove to the hon.
member that the services would cost &
great deal more.
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Member: And we would have the Gov-
ernment stroke.

The Premier: That is a libel on the
Government service,

Mr. THOMAS: The hon, member for
Northam says that there is a deficiency,
in order to pay our way, of roughly
£300,000. If we are running concerns
thai are bringing in over four millions
of money and give services to the people,
and if there were £300,000 that they
were paying away as a loss, what would
be the honest and legitimate course that
should be adopted? The honest aund
legitimate course would be to increase
the charges for the services that are being
rendered.

The Premier: If that were the posi-
tion, which it is not, that we are running
it at so much loss, what is not taken into
aecount is what is owed to the Govern-
ment and not taken as services rendered.

Mr. THOMAS: We may go on to
prove that the deficit would be consider-
ably reduced if everybody paid up what
they owed to the Stafe. If we are not
payiog our way there is still a deficit.
The only eoirect thing, the only ecoura-
geous thing, and the only honest thing
for the Government to do is to say fairly
and squarely to the people, “You are
not paying sufficient for the services that
we render to you and we think it is only
honest to the public generally that we
should increase our charges to some ex-
tent so as to enable the State to pay its
way.”

Mr. Male: Why not rednece the expen-
diture.

Member: This is due to mismanage-
ment.

Mr. THOMAS: We have heard a great
deal about improving the management.
Other Governments have had a defieit.
Hon. members sitting in Opposition were
in power for a number of years——

The Premier: During prosperous times.

Mr. THOMAS: And the deficit be-
came a perennial thing. All the time they
were in power there was a defieit.

Mr. Male: And they squared the de-
fieit.

The Premier: Victoria is anticipating
a bigger deficit in one year, and with a
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good season, than we have made in three
years wilh bad seasons.

Mr. THOMAS: The deficit is due
largely to the fact that the people have
not been told exactly how we stand.

Mr. Taylor: That is a reflection on
the Government,

Mr, THOMAS: No, they have done
what they considered right.

The Premier: How can you tell the
publie, except through Hansard? 'The
newspapers will not publish it.

Mr. THOMAS: If we could forget
our own paltry little differences, if we
could forget the hahit of econtinually
snaiehing afler parly advantages, irra-
spective of the general good, and if we
conld decide upon a course to be pur-
sued, and all stand together, Western
Australia could be led out of its present
finaneial trouble.

Mz, Taylor: It would be a big caucus
meeting,

Mr. THOMAS: The member for North
Perth interjected something shout the
services, that we were not rendering ser-
viees as good as can be secured from pri-
vate employers in other parts of the
world. Take the Railways, and make a
comparison between the State-owned rail-
ways of Western Australia and the pro-
vately-owned railways of England.

AMr. Male: There is no comparison.

Mr. THOMAS: Stit, I am going to
give a few facts, Take the journey from
Fremantle to Bunbury, second-class re-
furn, summer excursion, 127 miles, fare
10s., and the TEnglish excursion rates,
third-class return for the same distance,
15s. 10d.

Mr. Male: Their third-class is better
than our second.

Mr. THOMAS: T have it on the anthor-
ity of experts that such is not the case.

Mr. Robinson: Where did you get
those figures?

Mr. THOMAS : From the English com-
pany’s time-table,

Mr. Robinson: From Taunton, in the
west of England, to London, the fare is
5s., and it is a longer distance.

The Premier: If you are going to take
& special case, T will take one. We run
excenrsions from the goldfields for nil.
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Mr. THOMAS: Take Fremantle to
Albuny, 353 miles, second-cless return,
summer excursion fare £1 10s. In Eng-
land a similar excursion for the same dis-
tance costs £2 4s. 1d.

Mr. Smith: You are quoting an excep-
tional case.

Mr. THOMAS: Take Fremantle to
Kalgoorlie, 337 miles, second-class re-
turn, £1 10s. In England the same dis-
tance, third-class returp is £2 8s. 4d, Take
London to Portsmouth, 69 miles, first-
class season Lickels 12 months, £45. For
the same distance in Western Australia
under the same eonditions the price is £21
Gs. Gd., or less than half. And here we are
in Western Australia wrestling with a
defticit, in a sparsely populated country,
and trying to run our railways on fares
one-half of what is charged in England.
If we have succeeded with a very small
defieit on our railways in running fares
for half what is charged in England, with
many bmes our population, where does
the argument of the Government stroke
come in? A fact that must be borne in
mind is that on the English railways they
have many things much cheaper than we
have, their eoal to wit,

Mr, A. A. Wilson :
Tondon.

Mr. THOMAS: In addifion to that, T
am told by an expert that the wages paid
there are practieally half what are being
paid in Western Australia. They have
cheaper facilities in every way. They
have an enormous population te work on,
and they are charging more than twice
as much in some instances as we are
charging here. We are trying to give the
people of Western Australia at least 25s.
for their pound, and if the Premier and
his ecolleagues are prepared to go on
charging as in the past they have no one
hat themselves to blame for the condition
of the finances. Take the same trip on a
{hird-elass season ticket in England, 69
miles, £33 per annum; in Western Aus-
{ralin, the cost of the same ticket is £14
3s. 6d. How ean we do it¥ If this mat-
ter were fairly considered, and a fair
thing deeided upon, there is no reason
why in Western Avstralia the fares should
not be considerably increased, so that the

No; or not iu
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people would be paying honestly for
what they are geiting. What is the use
of owr deceiving the population of West-
ern Australia into believing that we can
do what we cannot do?

Mr. Willmott: Let them pay so much
an lour and you will get an enormous
revenue,

Mr. THOMAS: Take another instance.
Perth to Fremantle, 12 miles second-
class return, 1s. 2d.; in England the
same distance, third-class 2s. Perth to
Midland Junction, 10 miles, second-class
return, 1s. In Fngland 1s, also. What
earthly reason can be brought forward
for doing such a thing, and running the
country into a deficit? If we have the
courage of our opinions we should make
the people realise that they must pay
more for the services rendered. The
member for North Perth (Mr. Smith)
says it is possible to make figures prove
anything. 1 do not know whether he
means to reflect on the honesty of my
statements, but I challenge him to get
together the figures for himself and re-
fute {he statements I bave made. Again,
I find that from Perth to Cottesloe, sub-
urban fares, first single, 10d, The dis-
tance is eight miles, but from Bunbury
to Walerloo—one of the suburbs of Bun-
bury—the same distance, the fare is 1Is.
4d. Can any hon, member tell me why a
resident of the metropolitan area should
ride eight miles for 10d. while an wun-
fortunate individual who lives in the bush
has to pay 1s. 4d. for the same privilege?

The Attornmey General: Do yon want
to reduee the charge at the Bunbury end?

AMr, THOMAS: No; I want to bring
vour charges up to the level of, those at
Bunbury. Tt is a monstrous injustiee
that a man in Perth should be able to
travel frst-class for eight miles at 10d.
while a man living in the country has to
pay 1s. 44, for the same privilege. It is
possible that the Minister for Railways
is nol aware of it.

Mr, Willmott: Ts he aware that it is
cheaper to take a ticket from Perth to
Bonhury and another from Bunbory
to Bridgetown than to book siraight
throngh?
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Mr. THOMAS: A second single for
eight miles, Perth to Cottesloe, costs 6d.,
and from Bunbury to Waterloo, 10d.
What have we done in our distriet that
this treatment should be meted out to us?

The Premier: Your fare is not unfair.
The other is too low. ’

Mr. THOMAS: The anomaly should
be adjusied as quickly as possible. Until
1 went into this matter I did not know
that such a condition of affairs existed.
Again, 23 miles, Fremantle to Madding-
ton, first-class single costs 2s. 5d., while
23 miles, Northam to Meckering, costs
3s. 10d.—2s. 5d. for the City, Is. 10d.
for the country. This is a matter worthy
of the consideration of the member for
Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell), What have
the Northam constituents done to be
treated like that? The hon. member has
been lax in bis duty to permit sueh a con-
dition of things to exist,

Mr. O'Loghlen: You have not adjusted
the Waterloo fare,

My, THOMAS: 1 have taken steps to
get it adjusted.

Hon, J. Mitehell: I think Meckering is
the constituency of Mr. Harrison,

Mr. THOMAS: But Northam is the
honu, member’s constituency. To increase
first-class fares 2d. per trip and second-
class fares 1d. per trip would not be a
terrible impost. If could be adjusted to
distanees, and if these inecreases were
made they would yield an additional rev-
enue of over £51,000 per annum. This
would be exclusive of the workmen’s and
season tickels.

The Premier: That is if the same num-
ber of people travelled.

Mr. THOMAS : Does the Premier think
that by adjusting the increases fairly for
the different distances any great number
of people would be prevented from
travelling? If so, why not reduce the
fares by a balf and encourage so many
more people o travell

The Premier: We conld not ecarry
them,

Mr. THOMAS: My suggestion would
not place a very heavy impost on the
people. If we were to effect an increase
of 63. per ton on the journey—mnot per
mile—on all the goods carried by the
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State, the revenue would be increased by
£73,000 per annum.

Mr. MeDowall: 1f you go on like thai
you will wipe out the deficit.

Mr. THOMAS: Why should not we
do s0? The whole thing appears to be a
joke to 1ihe hon. member. To me it is a
serions matter, and I have a right to the
serious attention of members when sub-
mitting my proposal to the Commitee, It
is worthy of consideration and I am pre-
pared to mainiain it, not only here, but
on any public platform, Just think
what a trifling impost Gd. per ton on the
goods we handle in Western Australia
would be! Would it make a very serions
difference to any section of the com-
munity?

Mr, A, A, Wilson: It might be 2s, in
sOme ¢hses,

Mr. THOMAS: 1f it were made Gd.
per ton, and the same from Perth to Fre-
mantle as from Perth to Kalgoorlie, we
would be doing something approaching
an act of justice, but it is a matter for
railway experts to decide how the burden
should be distributed. The faet remains
that by the simple means of imposing a
burden scarcely perceptible to the peo-
ple, we could easily raise £150,000 per
annum, 1 claim that this is justifiable.
When the Labour Government came into
power the wages of railway men were
increased—and 1 appland the Govern-
ment for baving increased them—by
something like £112,000 per annum, and
the Government expected to go on the
same as before. If the Government in-
creased the pay of the men and it was
necessary that they should be better paid
the general public sheuld be asked fo
contribute their share towards making up
that additional outlay. If an equitable
charge were made on the railways——

The Minister for Works: Would it
be equitable to pay 6d. for 12 miles and
the same for 120%

Mr. THOMAS: I think it ean be
soundly argued that it would be equii-
able. Why should a man living under all
the disabilities attendant on life in the
country distrieis be penalised on top of
his other {rpubles by having to pay 10
times what the man in the city pays? I
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sm no advocate of privileges to people
in the cities, They should bear with the
people in the country the cost of running
Western Australia. How many Govern-
ments in the past have listened too at-
tentively to the wants of those immedi-
ately surrounding them? T have one
fanlt to find with the Labour Govern-
ment, and it is that they do not give suffi-
tient atteniion to decentralisation, I sin-
cerely hope that these litile suggestions
will receive consideration. I trust they
will be submitted to the officers of the
Railway Depariment, who are experts
and who understand these matters. If
they are asked lo express an opinion, I
am prepared to stand by what they say.
I am confident that if the experts admin-
istering our railways were consulted they
would suggest going, not only as far as
I advocate, but still further. In this way
we could secure justly and equitably re-
venue which would help Western Aus-
tralia out of its financial difficulty.

Mr. Taylor: That is not revenue at all.
The people pay for services rendered.

Mr. THOMAS: Since the position of
Parliament amounts to this that we have
bo power to inerease taxation, and that
the taxation proposals introduced by the
present Government and carried into
effect have been of the most trifling
character, and since we cannot iniroduce
the right sort of taxation namely, direet
taxation, we bave a right to consider
other means for raising reveoue. People
will not pay taxzation if they can escape
it, and there are continual claims that
railway fares should be reduced. The
member for Northam made a song about
the faet that the Government had raised
the rates on the carriage of fertilisers,
There would be no harm in carrying fer-
tilisers at reduced rates if we could af-
ford to do so, but if fertilisers are to be
carried at a loss it is essential to submit
some other form of taxation to make up
for it. The most illogical of impossible
positions is for a member to advocate a
reduction on the one hand, and to ask
for increased services on the other.

Hon, J. Mitchell: No, make the rates
as they were,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. THOMAS: This is the sort of
political dust the hon. member and his
party throw in the eyes of the people,
and at present they bave the public to
back them up. This sort of thing is not
honest. Those hon. members are only at-
temptiog to curry political favour at the
expense of the rest of the community.

The Minister for Works: It is just as
honest as for a man to pay for 12 miles
what is charged for 100 miles.

Mr, THOMAS: I do not think so. If
we were permitted to inerease taxation to
make up for these losses on the railways
it would be possible to adjust the pro-
posals fairly to all, This brings me to
the matter of 44 hours a week on the
railways. The member for Murray-Wel-
lington (Mr. George) said that he as the
old Commissioner, had advised the men
{o take up the burden cheerfully, “Take
up thy eross.” I take no exception to
asking the working men to carry their
share of the burden, but I do contend
that when they have to do it, all other
sections of the community should do like-
wise. What is the position? If we in-
troduee a taxation proposal to distribute
the burden on the shoulders best able to
bear it, what consideration does it re-
ceive? It was contended that this pro-
posal when introduced was not fair—
the man with £5,000 a year should pay
nothing, aeccording to some hon, mem-
bers.

Mr, Heitmann: Many of them are
still getting it too, although they say they
cannot do anything on account of the
war,

Mr. THOMAS: It would not matter
if they were previously making £20,000
and now were making only £100 per
yvear. They were asked to pay only on
what they were making. This was a pal-
try subterfuge, but these people ap-
pland ns when we are forced inio the
position of asking the bhumble toiler to
carry the burden of the community, The
bon. member for Northam might laugh,
but this is a great truth, It is disgrace-
ful that we should be asked to do this.

The Premier: It is the working man’s
own fault, He should have abolished the
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second Chamber. He peeds a bit more
yet, and then he will wake up.

Mr. THOMAS: Had the toilers stood
behind the Government when they went
to the couniry practically on this pro-
posal, and said—*Yes, we will bear our
small burden, and return you with a
majority,” we could have compelled an-
other place to pass the measure embody-
ing our proposals. We are now abso-
lutety forced into the position of baving
to ask the public servants, many of them
being amongst those who are least able
to bear any additional load, to carry the

. whole of the burden.

Mr. Tayler: On your reasoning, the
people of this State have foreed us into
this position,

Mr. THOMAS: A large nnmber of
them, misled by the Press and by the
misrepresentations of interested individu-
als, tarned down the measure which, if
they had wunderstood it, would have
brought the Labour party back to power
with an enormous majority.

Mr. Wisdom: You do not give them
eredit for much intelligence.

Mr. THOMAS: What opportunities
have we te male ovr position kmown ex-
cept when we speak on the publie plat-
forms, Our voice is rarely heard outside
the confines of this Chamber, If the
member for Northam made a speech, no
matter how poor and indifferent it might
be, he would he placarded in the West
Australian as having made a fighting
speech and a brilliant attack on the Gov-
ernment,

The Premier: They published a speech
the other day which he never made in
this Chamber.

Mr. THOMAS: It is not what he says,
but what he ought to say. No matter
what piffle the hon. member might tatk—

The Premier: “Observer” probably
prepared it for him and forgot that he
did not deliver it.

Mr. THOMAS: Consequently we
have little opportunity to legitimately
inflaence public opinion, and the best
acts and best projects of the present Ad-
ministration, by virfue of the fact that
we cannot reach the people, are lost in
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both Houses of Parliament, and still the
giddy old games of the Liberals go on.

The Premier: Look how they fix up
the speech made by the hon. member to-
night, and make a comparison with the
Iansard report,

My, THOMAS: I have noticed some
of the brilliant criticism to which we
have been subjected by the Press. The
TFess Australian a little while ago took
the Government to task for baving had
the temerity to write something off the
literary and scientific vote, the vote for
King’s Park and the vote for the Zoo-
logical Gardens. That newspaper said it
was a crying shame that the Government
should be so pettifogging as to dare to
reduce the vote which is nsed for stuffing
dead animals at the museam, and that
while living men, women, and children
might be starving, it was a rotten shame
to reduce the number of exhibits at
the museum. They thought that in re-
ducing the vote for the art gallery the
Giovernment were doing a great wrong,
and seemed to think that a hungry man
would be better off if he were engaged in
gazing in the art gallery upon some pro-
duetion of one of the grand old masters
than in glueing his eye upon a big fat
beef steak. Without saying anything
about the need that there was to cope
with the question of unemployment, this
newspaper said it was o shame to reduce
the allowance to the zoological gardens
by £200. Why should not his majesty the
boa-constrictor be put on the same foot-
ing as those who are out of work and in
need of food, and why should he not be
reduced by one meal a day? What is
wrong with the alligator doing with a
litile less sustenance than he has enjoyed
in the past?

AMr. Taylor: You could only bring
bim acrgss the river and send him down
to the skating rink.

Mr. THOMAS: Could we not do with
& few less snake-houses at the Zoological
Gardens, if we could have a little more
rmoney to spend on the unemployed?
Yet the Government are taken to task,
and the leader writer of this journal said
it was a shame that the vote for King’s
Park shounld be cut down. For all that,
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the hilling and cocing of “cancodling”
couples can go on just the same,

The Premier: They ¢an take it from
me that the prospects are that the vote
will be cut down still more

Mr. THOMAS: I bave read many
comments on the actions of the Govern-
ment, I am not going to say that all the
beantiful statues and the beautiful works
of art, and the nice lot of stuffed exhibits
at the museum, are not desirable things,
but T do say that when this eountry is
in tronble, and when men, women, and
children in this State are in want, there
is every reason for the decrease of the
vote for the museum, the art gallery, the
Zoological Gardens, King’s Park, and all
the rest of it.

The Premier: And the Observatory.

Mr. THOMAS: I would put the Ob-
servatory last of all.

Hon. J. Miichell :
amount to?

Mr., THOMAS: We are told—and I
suppose the figures are correct—that the
saving altogether on the items T have
mentioned amounts to £36,000.

Mr. James Gardiner: And do not for-
get the boxes of cigars.

Mr. Male: You lost far more than
that on your trading concerns.

The Premier: We lost a bit more, 1
suppose, by helping the pearling in-
dustry,

Mr. TBOMAS: This has become an
obsession of the hon. member. Passing
on to another matter, which- I think I
may be justified in disenssing, I notice at
a reception tendered to an ex-politician,
who had just returned from a trip to the
old country on a pleasure jaunt, in speak-
ing on that occasion this gentleman told
his hearers-—and he was a Liberal—that
he was very glad indeed that the Liberal
party was not in power in West Aus-
tralia to-day, because. he said. there are
many diffieult problems which have to be
adjusted.

The Minister for Mines: These be
their zods—thank God I have not to carry
their burdens! So says Mr. Moss. A
courageons sentence indeed.

Mr. THOMAS: What a lofty attitude
to assume, what fine patriotism that a

What does the vote
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man thinks se little of his country, which
has done so much for him, that he is
prepared to be one of the politicians in
power whilst the sun is shining, but will,
when things go awry and troublous times
and difficulties come along, express his
pleasure that his party is not in power,
so that others will have to face the re-
sponsibility of the bad times and that
when the good times return again there
may be no stigma attached to his party
which, in returning to power—if it does
—~may do so without a stain upon iis
charaeter. 'What is public life eomiog
to that a man who has ocenpied an im-
portant public position for many years
should say that he is glad he has no
responsibilities to carry to-day¥ I am
speaking of the wap who was at one
time & member of the Legislative Couneil.

Hon. J. Mitehell interjected.

Mr. THOMAS: Apparently I have
wixed up two individuals. At all events
[ am speaking of one who is the president
of the Liberal League to-day, and this
faet gives him a more important positien,
so far as that party is concerned; and
further goes to show more eouvineingly
the attitude that he is prepared to adopt.
I want to say that there have been many
claims that economy shounld be exercised
hy Ministers. I have never yet heard any-
body say just exactly how that economy
in administration was going fo be effected.
T have lately come to the convietion, as
wany others have done, that before any
Minister, or any Qovernment, or any
party, can make reduetions and can put
their house in order, and at the same
time do the fair thing by Western Aus-
tralia, some alteration to the Public Ser-
viee Act must be effected. T have m
mind one department in parlienlar to
which I go pretty ofter, and that is the
Lands Department. I am not going to
cast any reflection npon the great major-
ity of the officers of that department.
Many of them are able and efficient
individuals. They have an inconceivably
large numher of petty little offices, up-
and-down corridors, everywhere you tuvn.
Ton many cases these act as a proteetion
and provide them with the desired seeln-
sion where they ean retreat for the por-
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pose of scanning the columns of the
West Australian when they arrive at 10
o’clock in the morning, and before they
leave again for lunch at one o'clock.
Even if a Minister eame to the conclu-
sion that some of these eould be dispensed
with under existing eonditions, he would
find it a very difficult maitér indeed to
do.

The Premier: Rather.
it,

Mr., THOMAS: T know that as a pri-
vate business man, if I had to kold un
inquiry every time I wanted to get rid
of an employee, and had to get togetler
a ceriain number of individuals te say
whether or not I was right in the action
I was premeditating, then I should have
been in the insolvency court long ago,

The Premier: If there was only one
individual to ingunire it would not be so
bad, but there are three.

Mr. THOMAS: There is no better in-
centive to exertion in this world than
where the employer has the power to in-
vest a man with the order of the boot.
I do not say that every privilege and
right should be taken away, but I do say
that the smbject is well worthy of con-
sideration, and that something might be
done to give the Government more power.
I was only thinking that, no matter what
the strength of a Minister might be, and
no matter what ability he might have, he
has about as munech ehance of reforming
these individuals under existing condi-
tions as Gulliver had of getting
away from the Lilliputians who had
tied him up; for, in these circum-
stances, the public service rules and
regulations are tying Ministers up
with red tape and they are just as
tightly bound as ever. I have little more
to say.

The Premier: You could easily enlarge
upon that snbject.

Mr. THOMAS: I dare say I could. I
am of opinion that the oceasion often
brings forth the man. T am satisfied that
if we take Western Australia to-day as
we find it, and if we take the misfortunes
and the difftenlties that now confront us,
and use them as an object lesson, as a
guide for our future attitude, and as to

Don’t we know

1035

the manner in which we eonduct our de-
velopment of the future, out of the
present trials and difficulties that are fac-
ing us, there may be much good coming
tous. I am satisfied that all sections—or
nearly all sections—of the community of
Western Australia bave firstly expected
too much from the Government; secondly,
they are too irresponsible. The years of
boundless prosperity that Australia has
known have created, doubtless, a very
fine race indeed, but they take too little
thought for the morrow. Possibly our
adversities, if properly studied and con-
sidered, may teach us many valuable les-
sons, If we can learn from them the
fact that we should live within our
means.

Hon. Frank Wilson: That ig it. They
should live within their means.

Mr, THOMAS: And that we should
make some provision for bad times,
no matter how brightly the sun be
shining, and if we can teach the
people all these things, possibly we
can say that ont of this danger,
through which we are passing, we shall
be able soon to run into a Zone
of safety. We can raise our peo-
ple to a higher standard of reli-
ance. No ecountry ean be great thai
is always looking for something to
lean upon, and no people can become
entirely prosperous unless it studies thrift
and takes precantionary measares to
guard against possible bad times to come.
We have the example of several classes
of the community, of the working man
in partienlar, who may be earning good
wages year after year, but who, afier
being out of employment for a few days,
finds himself penniless once more. No
matter what gifts may be strewed in our
path or what prosperity may come to the
country, if we do not learn the value of
making provision for those dependant
upon us, whilst we are in a state of pros-
perity, then that siate of prosperily is
of little value to us. We need strong men
to-day more than ever before in our ex-
istence. We need high-minded men, and
we have them if they will be true to them-
selves, and, as a consequence, true to
Western Australia, and if these will but
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take a firm grasp of the position, realis-
ing the necessity which exists for pro-
gressing on our way, irrespective of what
paltry carping criticism may be made of
their efforis to carry out necessary re-
forms, our State will go ahead, We must
realise this fact that, whilst we have a
shrinkage in revenune to-day and a de-
cresse in the incomes that we enjoy to-
day, we are in what may be called a
state of comparative prosperity, compared
with what we may anticipate in 12 months
from to-day. Good fortune, of course,
may not come our way. We are led io
think by the papers in their headlines
that the allies are slaughtering their op-
ponents, but the other side, in the mean-
time, is telling us a different tale. The
greatest authority of all, however, the
man on whom we mostly rely, tells us
that we have a three years’ war ahead
of us.

Mr. Heitmann: You cannot rely upou
the newspapers even to that extent.
Mr, THOMAS: It is true they are mis-
leading in the extreme. At all events
there seems to be the prospect of a three
years®’ war before us. Supposing misfor-
tune overtakes us in the form of another
drought, and no further loan funds are
available, what would be the position?
I am not a pessimist and do not desire to
adopt & pessimistic attitude, but it be-
comes necessary every day to consider
what may happen in the future, and to
-put our house in order. The Premier,
as the DMinister controlling railways,
should see if means cannot be devised
to increase the inéome. If the Premier
will but take the stand I feel he shounld
take, and exercise the strength he pos-
sesses intellectually, he can carve out for
himself a reputation that will live when
most of his critics have been forgotien.
There was a time when Vietoria aceumu-
" lated a deficit, under Treasurer afier
Treasurer, nnotil it reached, speaking fron
memory, over two millions. Then there
came along one man who said he was
delermined to adjust the finances, He
put his weight on the lid of the Treasury
chest. He was eriticised; people clam-
oured that he was unjust, and anfair,
that his taxation was torturing the
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people. But he did it; bhe squared the
ledger, and no man throughout the length
and breadth of Australia holds a higher
finaneial reputation than Sir George
Turner.

Mr, Carpenter: But the people suffered
very much,

Mr. THOMAS: He taught the people
the lesson that they must live within their
means; and it is a crying shame that
any Parliament should lead the people
to expeet impossibilities. If a married
man on an income of £3 10s. a week is
living at the rate of £4 a week, nothing
but disaster is ahead of him. And no
matter whether he has to curtail those
luxuries he thinks he wants it is a whole-
some corrective that he should live within
the amount he receives, If the people
of Western Australia want us to lannch
out, let them give us authority for in-
creased taxation, If there was one clear
and emphatic verdiet given at the last
election, 1t was a direction to this Gov-
ernment to adjust the financial pogition.
If the Premier adopts proper reforms
he will be criticised, but there is growing
up a sense of fairness in this House and
a big majority will stand behind him and
say “You are taking the right course out
of a difficult position and we will stand
side hy side with you and aceept our
share of the blame.” There are many
forms of patriotism. One is to be pre-
pared to go on to the batilefield and fight
for your country. But thete are also
other forms of patriotism that can be
exercised at home, You can be a patriot
by denying yourself and sinking your
petty advantages, standing shoulder to
shoulder with the administrators of the
country and helping them to steer the
ship of State ont of troubled waters into
a =afe harbour of refuge.

Mr. ROBINSON (Canning) [8.361: I
desire to echo and re-echo from this side
of the House the sentiments expressed
by the member for Bunbury (Mr.
Thomas), by whom the people of this
country have been told to live within
their means. It is a well known fact that
prosperity has come to every class of
onr community, yet many individuals
are no betier off financially than they
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were ten or 15 years ago. As more
money has come to them, more expensive
desires have come to them, and when the
day of distress comes along and money is
no longer so free as it was, those people
are the first to feel the pinch. I agree
with the hon. member that it is a salu-
tary thing for the people of Wusiern
Australia to be, as it were, brought up
with a round turn, and told they must
live within their means,

The Premier: We are telling that to
all classes of the community; you are
referring only to one,

Mr, ROBINSON: 1 said all classes. T
have no time for the man who does not
live within his means. The example to
the people of spending more than they
earn should not be given by the Govern-
ment, bui an example of living within the
means at their disposal which is the
highest example any Government ecan

sct,. When the Government took
over the affairs of the State
three years ago, they found the

finances in apple-pie order, with money
in the Treasury apd a prosperons coun-
try to rnle over; but at the end of three
years they have an over-spending, or
deficit, of practically a million of money.
I say the Government want to learn the
lesson which the member for Bunbury
wonld teach to the people. I have come
here in order that I may, to the best of
my ability, assist the Government——

The Premier: To spend more money.

Mr. ROBINSON: To administer the
affairs of the eountry in such a way that
at the end of their present tenure of office
there will be no deficit,

The Premier: How can you square
that with your argument for money for
roads,

Mr, ROBINSON: The Treasurer would
have a place in the history of Western
Australia if it can be said of him that
during his first three years, while learn-
ing his business, he spent a million of
money more than he reeeived, and during
the last three years of his office his in-
tellectnal attainments of which we have
heard and bis physical capacity stood
him in such good stead that, with the
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assistance of the whole of the Chamber,
he wiped that deficit out and handed
over the affairs of the countiry to his
successor as he recieved them. No
prouder position ecould be occupied, and
while he takes means to that end every
member of the House, on this side as
well as on his own, will assist him.

The Premier: How do you square your
argument with the demand for a road
somewhere down in the counatry for a
motor?

Mr. ROBINSON: Yigures may be
made to talk in any way. FEach matter
and cireamstance must be judged on its
own merits. I1f the Premier wishes me
to discuss roads in the country, I am pre-
pared to sit here till after midnight dis-
cussing roads, and bow they should be
managed. But I am here fo discuss mat-
ters pertaining to the Estimates. Before
I leave the member for Bunbury, whilst
I appland his general sentiment, I want
to refer to his lack of economie know-
ledge. He has the temerity to come into
a House of 50 members and compare
the railways of England with the railways
of Western Australia. He told us that on
the railway between London and Ports.
mouth, 69 miles, yon can get a first-class
tieket for 12 months for £45, whilst for a
similar distance here it costs £31. But
he forgot to tell us of the difference in
the volume of trade, which of course
makes a great deal of difference in the
charges. The journey between London
and Portsmouth is made in one hour 15
miputes: from Perth to York, a similar
distance, ocenpies four hours, Again,
lhe second-class aceommodation on the
Fnglish rallways is as good as, if not
hetter than, the first-class accommodation
in Western Australia.

The Premier: There is very litile of
it.

Mr. ROBINSON: What there is is
better. There is no comparison whatever
between an English first-class and a West-
ern Australian firsi-class carriage. And
vet there is a comparison—it is the
difference between riding in a well-
appointed earriage and in a spring eart.
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The Premier: That is absolulely incor-
reet,

Mr. ROBINSON: But 1 am going to
supgest a eomparison nearer at hand,
New Souih Wales and Western Australia,

The Mipister for Lands: You never
fiuish your arguments,

Mr. ROBINSOXN : in New South Wales
the firsi-class fare from Sydney to New-
eastle, 10+ miles, is 9s. 8d.; in Western
Australia, for a distance of 102 miles, it
is 1Gs, 2d.; 103 miles 16s. 4d.; 115 miles
to Bunbury, 18s, 4d, So that practically
our charges in Western Australia are
donble the charges in New South Wales;
and vet the member for Bunbury would
say fo the Minister controlling railways
that he should raise the rates,

Mr, JMunsie: There are no veturn fares
in New South Wales.

Mr. ROBINSOX: I am dealing wiikh
things which are comparable, Tt is & much
fairer comparison than to compare West
Australian railways with English, I
listened to the Budgei speech with a
great deal of interest, hecanse I had
eriticised the Premier oniside the Honse
and I wanted to bave an opportunity of
hearing him first hand, In listening to
that address, whilst admiring the ability
of the man who delivered it, T was yet,
in the eireumsiances of this eounfry, as-
tonished lo find the lack of a tone of
economy in that Budget. I doubt if he
used the word, And when I come to
look through the figures of the Budget
what do I find? The greatest attaek and
praelice of economy is in the cutting down
of subsidies to road boards and munici-
pal authorities by one-balf and by cut-
ting down the grants to public institu-
tions which have laken so many years
to grow to the condition they are in to-
day. I am not prepared to guarrel with
the statement of the member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thomas), If the people of
the eouniry are in such a condition that
they are starving, and without foed, and
without money, then I say, of course, we
must shut up our museum and our are
gallery and everything of that character
we possess, Have we arrived at that
stage? When I hear the Premier as
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Treasurer in that same speech tell the
House that he had established a new in-
dugtry, a fshing industry, and that he
hoped direetly to put on another lraw-
ler

The Vremier: Who said i1}

Mr. ROBINSON: You did,

The Premier: 1 =aid nothing of the
ieind.

Mr. ROBINSOXN: He intended to pur-
chase a new trawler.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And two more
steamers.

Mr. ROBINSON: When I hear the
Premier indulging in statemenis of that
description I see that the condition men-
tioned by the member for Bunbury have
not arrived. In (he meantime I fail to
see why instilulions that have cost us
so much in time, in ability, and in ad-
ministration spread over a number of
years, should be set back for a period
of live years by a process of starvation.
Take the King’s Park Board, The de-
privation of that body of £50(—and,
bear in mind, that Park is not for the
Premier or any other magnate 10 use ex-
clusively, but is for the people, and
everybody has as mmeh rvight and inter-
est in it as another—when we take £500
from that Park——

The Minister for Works: What aboul
the other parks?

Mr. ROBINSON: Let us deal with one
thing at a time. If we ifake £500 from
that park it means the cutting away of
four men employed there, because, of
course, the park board, practically a
Government institution, can only pay out
that which it has. It employs to-day 10 or
11 men, and I believe four of them are
to go if this money be lost. This means
that the roads through the park will not
be mainta:ned as ihey are to-day, and I
venture to say the loss of that £500,
coupled with the failure to supply the
water—which 1 have pointed ont time
atter time to the Minister for Works—
wiil mean the loss of £5,000 to that park.
In other words it will take 5,000 sover-
eigns of the people’s money to put that,
park back again to wbat it has been.
Then, take the cutting down of these
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I see around me
want of

municipal sabsidies.
everywhere roads starved for

water, for lack of funds, for lack
of repairs. Our roads in the neigh-
bourhood of Perth to-day show that

the country is in a deplorable condition,
if they are any index of the state of
affairs which exist at the Treasury.
The Premier: Qur roads compare fav-
ourably with the roads of Australia.

Mr. ROBINSON: That is an
irresponsible  statement made without
knowicdge. ! will give place to

no one in the House for a knowledge
of the reads abouv  Awvstralia, and
1 venture to say the roads arouud
Perth have no parallel in Australia, The
Cavuseway itself, which has to be main-
tained at the Government expense, was
not only allowed to get into a shocking
state of repair, bot it reached such a
condition that it was a positive danger to
the people, and it has been repaired in
such a halfhearted manner by the Minis-
ter for Works that many more pounds
will have to be spent upon it.

My, B. J. Stubbs: These roads are not
at all nice for auntomobiles.

Mr. ROBINSON: They are not at all
niee for the people I represent, the peo-
ple of Canning, who have to drive aeross
that Canseway—which is the bumpiest
thing in the British Empire—in their
spring carts.

The Premier interjected.

Mr. ROBINSON: Who rides in motor
cars? How dare memhers opposite talk
to me of motor cars! Who rides in motor
¢ars more than the Premier, the Minister
for Works and the Minister for Lands?
—and at the publie expense. You jibe
me about motor ecars; you carry younr
wives and families in State motor cars
at public expense, while I pay for my
own ear,

The CHATRMANX: Order!
member must address the Chair.

Mr. ROBINSOXN: I was momentarily
annoyed; T am sorry.

The Minister for Lands: You will be
wmore sorry hefore we have finished with
you,

Mr. ROBIXSON: T object to threats
administered in that way,

The hon.
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The CHAIRMAN: The Minister must -
nol threaten an bon, member.

Mr. ROBIXSON: I do not propose to
speak at length on the guestion of the
deficit. On the Address-in-reply I re-
ferred at some length to that sabject,
and what I said then is as trne now as
when 1 uttered it. In effeet it amounts
to this: that while the revenue of the
country month after month during last
year was mounting up higher than
any revenue the country ever had before,
so Lhat the Government could readily
live within their means, the deficit
equally, month after month, was mount-
ing up. I therefore join hands with the
member for Bunbury in his seathing eom-
ments on the administration of the Treas-
urer. It is of no use telling me thst
it is the war or the drought. We will
find those things cut this year. In the
last six months of last year it was ool
the war nor the drought, It was the
administration. [t was, in faet, during
the months of October and November
that the Treasurer was standing, as it
were a sguare peg in a round hole, whilst
soverzigns to the extent of 3,000 a day
were slipping down each side of him, and
he was poweriess to stop the run. I
sayv that is the fault of his administration,
You ask me how we are to cure thzse
things. 1 am sent here to assist the
Premier and the House. He asks me to
assist him, and when T deliver eriticism
in a fair and proper fashion, he tells me
I am & marvel, If I am a marvel, whet
is he? It am not going to descend to the
talk that goes on in this Assembly, but
I propose with your leave to make one
or two suggestions which, if carried oul,
I feel sure will help everyone of us ro
understand the finances of the country
better. It has heen said by some
memhers on the Government side, and 1
repeat it, that we do not receive as mew.-
bers of the community sufficient infor-
mation. There are the trading eoncerns,
the departmental econcerns going on mornta
after month and year after year: the
Premier himself cannot explain them
and he gives no information at all to the
public. T say we should not have ta
wail for months and months till some
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- balance sheets are placed on the Table.
They should be delivered wilh that sams
clockwork regularity with which we re-
ceive the balance sheets of business
houses. If they were placed in our hands
T am sure there are some brains in the
House which could make suggestions te
the Premier. But when we do get that
information we¢ are powerless. 1 have
snggested that the Premier should econ-
tinne that fine iastitetion initiated by
Sir Newton Moore, namely, the submis-
sion of a balance sheet practically of
each depariment, a long schedule contain-
ing the profit or loss of each onme. A
member is then able to run his eye ove:
it and say “that department is not pay-
ing,” and proceed to look into the eause,
whereas now we have volumes of figures
thrust into our hands and we cannot
arrive at their inner meaning withou’
weeks of invesiigation, The Treasurer
himnself cannot understand the figures,
such is the jumbled state they have got
into. Publish them to us plainly, simply
statements of assets and liabilities, the
profit and loss account of each depart-
ment, and then we can deal with thew.
Take the meat trading econcern, which
shows a profit of £16. In that account T
find that the carcases supplied fo each
of these shops came from Yandanooks
station, and instead of those earcases
heing taken in at market value, they were
taken in at a price fixed by the manager,
the man who manages both Yandanooka
and the markets. OFf course, it is mnch
better if hoth Yandanooka pays and the
meat stall pays. No less a person than
the Aunditor General has drawn attention
to this,

The Premier:
about meat at all?

The Minisier for Works: He pokes
his nose into things that do mnot concern
him.

Mr. Wisdom: He knows a bit about
you people, anyhow.

The Premier: He knows nothing abount
the price of a bulloek, anyhow.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Anunditor Gen-
eral does not wish to fix the price of any-
thing, though I lknow he conld fix the
value of some people. If tha Minister

What does he know
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who continually interjects
me, 1 wish to say—
The CHAIRMAN: OQrder!

Mr. ROBINSON: The Auditor Gen-
eral has stated tbat the price should be
ihe market value, and not a price assessed
by the manager. It would be an unheard
of thing if in taking stock in one of the
farme business eoncerns of Perth the local
manager were able to say, “I will fix the
cost at which the goods came into the
wareftonse at so much” He must take
his stock at the c.if. priece with certain
charges for landing. So, too, with the
Government’s meat business. If stock
hus come down from Geraldton, it must
be taken in either at eost or at market
rates, but certainly not at a rate fixed by
wny person in an arbitrary fashion, The
wman who is the manager—I do not even
know his name-—fixed the price of the
stock. That, I say, is not a proper
business proceeding, The price should
be either the cost or the market value.

The Premier: Suppose he fixed that,
what difference would it make?

Mr. ROBINSON: It will make thia
differene, possibly, that instead of a
profit of £16 there will be a loss of per-
haps £2,000. I venture to say, further,
that there probably was such a loss,

Mr. James @Gardiner: Suppose the
manager fixed the stock at an average
value ¥

Mr. ROBINSON: He has simply fixed
the price. Would the hon. member tell
me that the manager of a softgoads busi-
ness in Perth is going to fix at an average
the price of goods to ¢come from Mel-
bourne? The value is to be based on the
price at the place whence the goods
come. I am not going to be led into any
discussion of side issues. I do not pro-
pose .to take advice here from either the
opposite side or the member for Trwin.

Mr. James Gardiner: You had better
get off beef.

Mr. ROBINSON: T have s perfeet
right to come into this Chamber to dis-
cuss accounts, I bave yet to learn that
all knowledge of acecounts centres in
either the person of the Treasurer or that
of the member for Irwin. I am only em-
phasising now a eriticism by the Auditor

wil permit
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General of this country—a man respected
by everyone who knows anything of
aceounts.

The Minister for Works: What de-
grees does he bold? Has he ever passed
an examination?

Mr. Wisdom: Have you?

The Minbister for Works:

Mr. Wisdom: Never,

Mr. ROBINSON: Now we come to the
payment of the e¢ivil servants. The
Treasurer laughs at the civil servants.

The Premier: No. I was only laughing
at you.

Mr. ROBINSON : The Premier laughed
at my remark.

Mr. James Gardiner: He is laughing
with you.

Mr. ROBINSON: In the civil service
there is a number of officers who com-
plain that they have been underpaid for
many years, A board of appeal was pro-

Yes; I have.

vided by the Government of the day for.

the hearing of suech matters., The board
deali with those matters, and awarded
lo certain officers certain increments.
Those inerements eonstitute a debt of
honour due by the Government of fhe
country; and wvel, I understand, it is
& question of hesitation whether those
amounts shall be paid. For my part, I
say that while there is a shot in the
loeker our debts should be paid; and the
only way in which the Premier can
induce me to agree with his view that the
increments shonld not be paid, is for him
to confess to the House that he has no
money. Then we will give him fime to
pay. Bat so long as those payments are
due and the Treasurer has money, 1 say
unhesitalingly that those amounts shounld
be paid.

Minister for Works: 1t is a very poor
class of civil servant who would press the
Government, through the eounrts, for an
increase of salary at this time,

Mr. ROBINSON: 1 again agree with
the member for Bunbury, several parts of
whose speech were admirable, in that the
fate of this country for the next three
years very largely depends on whether the
Government in power manage and admini-
ster the country’s affairs in a sound and
businesslike manner.
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Mr. James Gardiner: Have not we got
some responsibility also?

Mr, ROBINSON: In my opinion, if
there is any assistance that ¢an be rem-
dered by any member of this Chamber, it
is that member’s duty to give it.

The Premier: Why do you not give as-
sistance to me? This is your opportunity.

Mr. ROBINSON: When I address en-
ticisms to the Premier in a friendly way,
I am twitted as to motor cars or some
other thing. The Premier, I venture fo
say, ean ill afford to scoff at the meanest
member of this House who offers him
the smallest piece of advice.

The Premier: But Lhere are two ways
of offering adviee.

Mr. ROBINSON: The Premier knows
full well that every member of this House
will be only too glad to see next month,
and the following month, and ihe month
thereafter, this deficit being gradually
wiped out.

The Premier: I do not believe it; 1
wish T could believe it.

Hon, Frank Wilson: The Premier has
not got a hope.

Mr. ROBINSON: What am I going to
do with a Treasurer who declines to be-
lieve the honourable word of a man stand-
ing in his place in this House?

The Premier: I have had more experi-
ence of members opposite than you pos-
sess. You sre only a young Liberal

Mr. ROBINSON: I am speaking
mainly of myself. I have not yet com-
mitted any political crime.

Mr. James Gardiner: You are lucky.

Mr. ROBINSON: I do not hold myself
responsible for any of the feults or short-
comings or good qunalities of the last Ad-
ministration or of any preceding Admin-
isirafion. T came in here—perhaps the
Premier may say, young, but that ean be
cured; inexperienced in Parliamentary
affairs, but 1 hope that will be cured, toe,
thanks to my electors. As time goes along,
1 hope the Premier will learn that when
I offer suggestions they are bona fide and
not in any way designed for the purpose
of tripping him. It is impossible for us
on this side, or at all events for me, to
make any suggeslions of practical value
unless absolutely enabled to dive into
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those trading aecounts, and to see balance
sheets and have profit and loss accounts
eubmitted in the way that these things
should be done. If that information is
given to us, the Premijer’s role will be
a much happier one, for he will receive
advice and assistance from all parts of
the House, The Committee has listened
patiently to me, I do not pose as an exz-
pert in finance. I merely address to the
House some stray crilicisms in connection
with the Budget on various matters that
have occurred to me; and I hope the Pre-
mier will receive those criticisms in the
spirit in which they are offered,

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (Moore) [9.8] :
The diseussion on the Premier’s Budget
and on the Estimates generally bas, ever
since the introdnetion of responsible Gov-
ernment in this State, been an oceasion
for a considerable amount of speaking and
widely extended criticism. I do not pro-
pose to delay the House to-night with a
widely extended criticism or a lengthy
speech. We are, however, approaching
the financial queslion in circumstances

. which are unparalleled not only in the his-
tory of Western Australia, but in the his-
tory of Australasia, and I may go further
and say, unparalleled in the history of the
world, Not only have we war without,
but we have dronght within, which has
devasiaied our floeks and herds and bas
placed the farmers of this State in the
tightest position they have ever occupied.
When Sir Rider Haggard was in Australia
two years ago with the Empire Trade
Commission, speaking in Sydney he told
the New South Wales people that some-
body who had the ability could produce a
wonderful work on the capabilities of
Australia, He said, speaking as a
praciical farmer—and I speak here to-
night as a practical farmer also—that
little was known of the wonderful re-
sources of Awustralia. He said that Aus-
tralians shounld take hold of their wealth
and utilise it. The land, he said, was at
the bottom of everything in every nation,
and he urged us to people our land, and to
keep the people on our land. That adviee
applies exactly to Western Australia at
ihe present time. “Bring people lo your
land,” said Sir Rider Haggard, “and so
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grow greater, and help the Empire of
which you are one of the brightest stars.”
Those words were used by a man whose
name is known to everybody. It is those
words I propose (o take as the text for
anything I may have to say lo-night, I
sympathise with the Government. 1 am
not sent here to embarrass the Govern-
ment of the day. T sympathise with the
Government as regards the position in
which they now find themselves. They
are in the lightest position that any West-
ern Awustralian Government have ever
been placed in,

The Premier: Any Government in Aos-
tralasia.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I think it is the
duty of hon. members not to embarrass
the Government on this oceasion, I feel
confident, also, that it is the opinion of
the people of this State, no matter to what
political ereed they adhere, that the Gov-
ernment of the day should not be unneces-
sarily embarrassed at the present junec-
ture. For that reason I do not desire fo
criticise the actions of the Government
more adversely than I ean possibly help
this evening. It was the pastoralist who
laid the foundation of Australia. The
Premier and his friends are endeavouring
to strengthen the foundation at the pre-
seni {ime; and all power to them; I wish
them every luck. Although in this Honse
[ frequently hear harsh things said in ze-
gard to pastoralisis, I am quite certain
that hon. members do recognise, in their
hearts, that the pastoralist laid the Ffoun-
dation of Australia and held this continent
for the Empire. The miner came along.
I know it myself, and T have seen il. For
vears 1 was working with the miners of
this State. I have been down nearly every
mine in Western Anstralia, T was let
down hy the alluvial miners into their
shows from the windlass in a bueket, and
was ireated as tenderly as they mighi
treat a woman. For that reason, amongst
many, my sympathies musl go ont to the
miner. The miner built up the arch of 1his
edifice of Ausiralia, but it remains for the
agrienllurist to fix in the keystone of that
arch which musl maintain the prosperity
of Australia for all time. For that rea-
son, and as a representative of a pusely
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agricultural district, and as baving repre-
sented an agricultural district of this
Blate off and on for the last 20 years, 1
am pleased to think at the present momeni
that the Government have at all evenis
visen to the oceasion and are endeavour-
ing to do all in their power to assist the
man on lhe land out of his difficalties, 1
do not think the people in the eities rea-
lise the siress under which the people on
the land are labouring, These men are
bearing grealer difficnlties, I may even
say, than the men at the front. There are
no cheers for them in their diffienities,
there is no band fo cheer them on in thé
battle they have to fight. There are no
iron crosses as rewards for their bra-
very

Mr, A, A, Wilson: And not as many
hullets.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: But at the same
Iime, they are suffering in the interests
of the Stale, and it is our duty to assist
them as far as we possibly can. I am not
one who believes we shall have a continu-
ance of this trouble. I am a farmer, and
have been brought up on bope. The
farmer is not ouly a man with hope, but
2 man with faith in the future, T believe
Nature has her eompensations in store for
those who survive these difficulties. If
they halttle through this season, we shall
see next vear a very different state of af-
fairs from what exists at present. The
State is going to assist the man on the
land, and I hope it will be done as quickly
as possible. These men, like their horses,
are now champing at the bit, anxious to
wel to work, and when they can get to
work they will, perhaps, forget a good
many of their (roubles, Work is a grand
cure for all ills, and the sooner the Gov-
ernment ean help them to get to work the
heiter it will be. I hope thai the assist-
ance {0 be rendered to the farmers will be
hurried on as quickly as possible so that
they may know their exact position. Many
farmers are complaining that they do not
know what their position will be.

The Premier: They eannot know until
we know what the legislation will he.

Hon. H., B. LEFROY: Ti is a pify
that legislation for their relief was not
introduced earlier. Tt should have heen
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passed two months ago. These men want
lo get in work now. Time slips by
rapidly; we are now at the end of Janu-
ary, and it will not be long before they
will want to get their seed in. They
ueed the means to keep their cattle strong
and fit to work. Many of their horses
are in such a condition as to be unfit
for work, and their owners are unable
to provide the necessary fodder for them.
Feeling that the Government realise that
the fature of the country depends on the
produeer, I trust they will recognise the
urgency and see that the administration
of this movement is pushed on as quickly
as possible,

The Premier: Tell ns how we have
failed up to date?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Nothing has
been done. Men have been helped with
food, but in many instances they have
been seeking assistance for weeks and
weeks——

The Premier: In what direction?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : In the directicn
of food for their horses. A great mauy
of them require fodder

The Premier: T was not uware of if.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: If they are
to put in their crops their horses must
be kept in condition.

The Premier; We did not waste 24
hours in acquiring all fthe wheat in the
country in order to proteet the farmers.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I vecognise
that.

The Premier: We would have gut 1n
earlier but for vowr friends in anotber
place.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : It will be some
time before they regnire the wheat, but
they need assistance now to keep their
lorses fit so that they will be able to
vrepare the land for their crops. Al-
though T am in aceord with members who
urge economy in these days—and no one
recognises the need for it more than the
Government—I regret that economy is
being exercised largely in o direction
which is detrimental to the mav on the
land. The annual grants to our roads
boards have heen reduced by 38 per cent,
Last year grants to roads boards totalled
£45,500; this year they have been reduced
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to £27,000. It has always been cus-
tomary to give special grants in addition
to a subsidy on rates. The only special
grams last year totalled £16,000, and wo
speeinl grants appear on the Estimaies
this year, save au amount of £300 for
a road to the caves. 1 do not know
whether we are sll to turn cave men, or
why there should be g special grant for
# road there and nowhere else. Recog-
nising the need for assisting the develop-
ment of this State, one of the great baits
which should be thrown out to induce
men to go on the land is roads. It is
of no use buillding railways unless there
are roads by which to travel to them.
Another argument often wused, and I

think it has been used by the Premier, is-

thal every one, as far as pessible, should
be kept employed. As a result of the
culting off of subsidies to roads boards,
many people have been deprived of work.

The Premier: That happens when any
expenditure is cut out,

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: 0Of course,

The Premier: Then where do you pro-
pose to economisef

Ron. H. B. LEFROY: I regret that
the Premier has not found some other
direction in which to exercise economy
instead ot in the direction which must
ultimately prove detrimental to the inter-
ests of the man on the land whom he 1s
trying fo help.

The Premier: Every man has to suf-
fer somewhat.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: In the district
I represent which is largely made up of
the Midland Railway area, the Govern-
mepnt are not building railways for us,
and we are taxed as the other people in
this State are, and we feel perhaps more
than others the loss of the subsidies and
grants which have assisted ns in the
past.

The Premier: You supported a Gov-
eroment who cut them down in good times
and you raised no complaint.

Hon. H. B. LEFRQOY: T was support-
ing no Government at the time the hon.
member refers to.

Hon. Frank Wilson: We gave them
all the roads they wanted.

(ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Mines: And eut
down the subsidy in prosperous times.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY: It is most un-
fortunate at a time when we want to
offer every inducement possible to get
people on the land that these subsidies
should be the first line to be attacked
by the Premier in pursuance of his po-
liey of economy. If the Government
were to jettison all their State enter-
prises——

The Premier: What about the men
who wounld be thrown out of employ-
ment then?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: If they were
to sell Yandanooka estate—becanse T
am ¢ertain no land in Western Austra-
lia at the price paid for Yandanooka can
be profitably held for carrying stock:

The Premier: We will put in a great-
er area of crops there than if we had
sold it.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY. I advise the
CGovernment to leave farming alone.

The Minister for Mines: Yon recom-
mend that enterprise.

Hou. H. B. LEFROY: 1If the Gov-
ernment jettisoned all their State enter-

-prises and allowed them to be carried

on by the individual where the individ-
nal is able to do so——

Mr, O'Loghlen: They could not make
a greater failure of farming than many
settlers have dome.

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: If the Govern-
men{ would abandon their State enter-
prises, it would be of great benefit
to the State. I have not been able to
delve into the intrieacies of these ac-
counts, but I am certain that if the Gov-
ernment adopted my suggestion it would
be better for themselves and better for
the State.

The Premier: Just at present all the
farmers are being carried on as a State
enterprise.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I can under-
stand that the Government, after having
started these enterprises, do not like
to close them down, but even a large
oumber of their sapporters are con-
vineed that it would have been better for
the country and for themselves if these
enterprises had not been entered upon.
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The Minister for Mines: The State
newspaper is the only one left and we
&re going to start that.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY : One of the first
lines on the Estimates attacked by the
Treasurer is the subsidy for the destrue-
tion of wild dogs. Ever since I have
been in the Honse, a period of 20 years,
someone in opposition has annually at-
tacked this vote. It has generally been
regarded as a joke—I do not know why
~—but I doubt if there is any subsidy on
the Estimates of greater benefit than
this. It might be argued that if wild
dogs are destructive to the holdings of
settlers, it is their duty to destroy the
dogs, but I point out that there is an
e¢normous ares of waste land in this
Siate, and unless a reward is offered, the
average individual will not make any at-
tempt to destroy wild dogs.

Mr, O’Loghlen: TPatriotism !

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: It is a fact
and the hon. member knows it. It is
a pity that this subsidy shounld have
been reduced, because even now in many
parts of the State, wild dogs cause a
great deal of trouble,

The Premier: Settlers can easily get
over that diffienlty. They can form
themselves into a board, tax themselves
and pay a subsidy for the destruction of
the dogs. They are geiting the benefit,
and the people complaining are well able
to pay. .

Hon, H. B. LEFROY: It is not the
pastoralist but the small farmer in the
back blocks who is complaining. The
pastoralist has the means to destroy
wild dogs; he keeps trappers

The Premier: Let the setilers
point a board.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: In the back
bloeks I have often asked farmers open-
ing up the country— ‘Why do not you
keep sheep in conjunetion with your
farming?’’ and the invariable reply has
Leen, ‘I cannot keep any sheep beeause
the dogs are too bad. T cannot kill the
dogs beeanse there is so much waste
country round about me.” I thinkitisa
pity that the Government should have
knocked this off. They have left some:
thing, but I think it has been enl down
by half.

ap-
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The Premier: The other half will
come off then. I am glad the hon. mem-
ber has drawn my attention to it.

Hon. H, B. LEFROY: I think it is
the duty of the Government to keep the
dogs down upon their own country, the
Crown lands,

Hon. Frank Wilson: They are breed-
ing them on their own country.

Hon, H. B, LEFROY: The Govern-
ment should not knock off a subsidy like
Lhis, which will mean that dogs will de-
vasiate the flocks and herds of the set-
tlers, to say nothing of robbing the hen
roosts.

The Premier: Let the owners of the
flocks and herds look after them.

The Minister for Mines: The hon.
member argues that economy is necessary
but it is an eeonomy which should always
be exercised on the other fellow.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I do think that
economy 1$ necessary, but not in the
wrong direction.

The Premier: Always,

Mr. Willmott: When the settlers agree
to come forward and tax themselves, as
they have agreed, the Government should
help them.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: I think the set-
tlers are quite prepared to help them-
selves in every possible way. It is not a
large amount, but it would do a great
deal of good and would encourage peo-
ple who had not even land of their own
to destroy these animals whenever they
have a chance. It is not for me to tell the
Government how they are to manage the
affairs of State. The Government are
placed in power, and it is for them to
formulate the best sehemes they can for
the administration, in the most satisfac-
tory way, of the affairs of the country.
At the same time we are able to look on
from outside this House, but while the
Government is in power it is not my de-
sire to embarrass them.

The Premier: That is not correct.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: And it is not
my desire to eriticise the Government un-
fairly for any of their actions, At the
same time I think, and a large number
of the people in the eountry are of the
same opinion, that it is a pity for the
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Government at this stage to feel it neces-
sary to cul down the subsidy for the
waking of roads, which is one of the
most useful works that ean be carried on
in the country.

The Minister for Mines: There are
some people who think we are wrong in
attacking the Museum and the Zoologieal
Gardens. Il is all a question of the
point of view from which you regard the
matter.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: The Museam
has been very little attacked I notice.

The Minister for Mines: Some people
say it has been too muech attacked.

Hon. H. B. LEFRQOY: When the Gov-
ernment go out to attack they generally
go away from the centres of population
into some parts of the State where the
voiees of the aitacked may not perhaps
so easily be heard. I do not suppose that
any remarks I may make will alter the
views of the Government in regard to
this matter, but these are my opinions
and I think they are shared by a large
number of people in Western Australia.
T do not intend to delay the House to-
night. I am quite sure that all of us are
anxious to close this session as soon as
we can. 1 sympathise with the Govern-
ment in the embarrassing position in
wiich they are plaeced at the present
time,

Hon, Frank Wilson:
themselves into.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY: I think if théy
were to alter their methods it would not
only be a greal deal better for themselves
but for the country also. My sole ob-
ject in addressing myself to these wat-
ters is, at any rate, to show the Govern-
ment how mueh econcerned the people
whom T represent are, as well as the com-
mubify in geperal. It is no good blaming
the Government unless we are prepared
to say what we are blaming them for, If
the Government had the moral conrage
to throw over the State enterprises,
which are not paying at the present time
it would be very mueh better for us all.

Mr., CARPENTER  (Fremantle)
[9.35]: My remarks will be very brief.
I have listened with interest to tha
speeches we have heard this evening. It

And have got
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bas been remarkable that, with all the
prolestations that, have come from nearly
every speaker, that they appear in a
spirit of eo-operation and of help to the
Treasurer and the Government, any prae-
tieal suggestion as to how that help might
be given bas heen entirely lacking. Re-
ference has been made during the debate
to the happy time when the revenue was
buoyant and when we were able to build
public works out of the annual surplus.
We know at one time the happy position
1 whieh the Treasurer of the State
found himself. We know also that to
provide that surplus year after year, the
taxpayers al thai time were paying in
customs laxation, I think, between £8
and £10 per head per annum, Under
these eircumstances, when -the people
were so heavily taxed, there was scarcely
any possibility of the Treasurer getiing
behind, The Treasurer of that day could
not have spent the whole of the revenue
in the ordinary channels of Government
expenditure,

Mr. Bolton : He could now.

Mr. CARPENTER: The troubles of
the Treasurers began when we lost con-
trol of this eustoms revenue, and when
the Federal Government was established
and took over the contrel of our customs
revenue, cutting it down by one-half so
far as this State was concerned. 1 he-
lieve 1 am correet in stating that the
amonn{ .per head at the time the Federal
Government came into being, was about
£7 odd and the uniform tariff framed by
the lirst Federal Parliament amounted to
£3 10s. or £3 13s. a head. We not only
lost control of the eustoms revenne but it
was cut down to that extent, and whilst
the people of Yestern Australia, par-
tienlarly, kept that extra amount in their
pockets and were not called upon to pay
that muech away in customs taxation, the
Treasurer, and each succeeding Treas-
urer has been running a neck to neck
race with the finances,

Mr. Smith: Are you prepared to hand
over the SBavings Bank to the Federal
Government?

‘Mr. CARPENTER: I am not talking
about the Savings Bank.
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My, Heitmann: The people of West
Australia did not reap the advantage.

Mr. CARPENTER: They did reap
some advantage. When the first gliding
scale came into operation, and: the amount
of West Australia’s proportion was re-
duced, the traders put much of that into
their own pockets, The eonsumer got the
benefit for the first year or two, but after
that we heard nothing whatever about
the sliding secale. Speaking generally,
the amount was left in the pockets, 1t uul
of the consumers, at all events of the
trading seetion of the commumily, and
until recently no one seemed to be one
penny the worse. We simply shrogged
our shonlders and said “We owe the
Treasurer 50 much per kead, but we will
wipe it off in & few years.” Perhaps one
of the dangers of the present day is that
the deficit has become such a common ex-
perience that we bave lost sight of the
evil of it, and have come to regard it as
one of the regular things that we had to
look for year by vear. Bat in spite of
the deficit of past vears, the people have
gone on demanding public utilities, which
have cost a very much larger sum year by
vear, and sueccessive (overnments have
gone on conceding these ulilities, nntil
we have this emergency which no one for-
saw, and we now find ourselves very
seriously up against the guestion of what
wg are going to do with onr State finan-
ces. The remarkable thing about the
present sitnation is this—it is not because
the present Government have not re-
ceived a mandate from the people to at
least make an effort towards reducing
the deficit. We came to this House over
three years ago, with a big majority,
pledged definitely to a taxation policy.
In fact an overwhelming majority of the
people of West Anstralia said to ns, “Go
inte Parliament, impose direct taxation
upon us, the peaple, in the form of in-
come tax and land tax” The land tax
and the income tax was brought in. Did
it beeome law? Was the mandate of the
people carried out, and if not, why not?
The Treasurer, by interjection to-night,
when the hon. member for Bunbury {Mr.
Thomas) was speaking, tonched the spot
exnctly when he referred to the Upper
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House, which has blocked and siill blocks
the people of West Australia from tax-
ing themselves in a way that they think
fit, and from raising revenue which would
do something, at least, towards reducing
the deficit, of which everybody is now
complaining.
The Premier: They are deing it now,

Mr. CARPENTER: I want to stress
this point because it has been lost sight
of, and, for the reasons I will mention,
it has led to very much of the present
canfusion. Not only did the present
Government during the last Parliament
endeavour to strengthen the finances by
carrying out the express wish of the
people whe were to find the money, or
their share of it, but they are now faced
with the present emergency. A few
months ago they bronght in, what was to
my wmind, a somewhat heroic proposal for
an emergency tax. This House passed
it, The other House, however, again
refused to allow it to become law.
An election took place and that taxation
megsure wag the issue of the election. No
attempt was made to hide it or hush it upn.
On every platform Liberal eandidates
condemned and our people advoeated this
taxation; and the people by a large ma-
jority of the electors sent a majority to
this House to pass that taxation. If the
people half a dozen times over send us
back again with an express mandate (o
put on a tax, and the hon. gentlemen
in another place do not approve it, the
deficit will still stand. We may talk
till we are black in the face, and offer
suggestions and ecriticism, but you will
still bave the deficit, so long as we have
an obstacle to keeping the people from
getiing what they want. In this House
we have the responsibility of raising rev-
enue, and squaring the finances; but an-
other place, which has no respousibility,
has the power of blocking our propoesals.
Contrast that position with what obtains
in the Federal arena, There the people
elect both Honses, and when the people
of Australia speak, their voice is heard
and their mandate obeyed; and the Gov-
ernment of the day. representing the
people. have no trouble whatever in ecar-
rring their finaneial proposals. The re-
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sult to-day is that with a truly democralic
form of Government the Federal Treas-
arer is not in any financial diffienlty.
He simply asks the people for the money
he wants, and he gets it. I will not stress
the point that the people of Australia are
more and more inelined towards unifica-
tion. They say, “Give us a Parliament
in what you <call our own sovereign State,
which will respond to our wishes, and we
will stand by the State; but so long as
you insist upon having a Chamber which
thwarts our will we must turn to the only
place where that will is obeyed.” That
feeling is driving the people of Western
Australia and of other parts of Australia
into unification almost in spite of them-
selves. The Federal power grows day
by day ,and it must continue to grow s0
long as the present position exists. 1T
would say to my hon. friend of the
Country party that if they want
to see prosperity and to see the
finances of the State put on as healthy a
basis as in the Federal arena, they must
belp us to remove the obstacle T have
spoken of. I want to say that, as our
efforts to square the finances in the way
in which the people of Western Australia
have given us a mandate to do have been
blocked, we are resorting to all sorts of
expedients, offering suggestions, and
seeking the line of least resist-
ance, instead of attacking the great
obstacle with the object of remov-

ing it. We have bad an example
of this tonight in the suggestion
by the member for Bunbury (Mr.

Thomas), who thinks he has diseovered
a gold mine in one of our State trading
concerns, the railways. I have to express
a strong objection to making any of the
State utilities 2 means of indirect taxa-
tion. T am an advocate of State control
of industries and services for the reason
that I believe we get better and cheaper
service from a State-controlled industry
than from one controlled by private en-
terprise, and that is why the trend of
publie thought to-day is towards an ex-
tension of the fumctions of Government
in that direetion.

Mr. Nairn: Not in this State.

Mzr. Bolton: AN over the world,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. CARPENTER: I am sorry that
the Premier appeared to be listening sym-
pathetically to the siren voice of the
member for Bunbury while he was tell-
ing him how much revenue he could raise
by puiting an extra twopence on his rail-
way tickets. It would be fatal to the
policy of State control if any Govern-
ment, and especially a Labour Govern-
ment, were to listen to promptings of
that sort.

The Premier: It is not a question of
Labour or Liberal Government.

Myr. CARPENTER: There should be a
difference in their policy. Are we going
to do something which would destroy
our own policy? We shonld be undoing
something we have been endeavouring to
do in the past.

Mr, Bolton: Do you believe in making
the railways pay?

Mr, CARPENTER: I believe in the
railways paying, and having a margin
for an emergency; but I do not believe in
extorting thousands of pounds more than
necessary from the people.

The Premier: The railways are not
paying at present.

Mr. CARPENTER: I have bere the
report of the Commissioner of  Railways
Tor the year ended 306th June, 1914, in
whieh the following financial statement
appears — 1914: working expenses,
£1,672,008; interest on loan eapitsl,
£524,449; interest on earriages, £17,193;
interest on railway stores fund, £14,202;
Total, £2,128,851, less credit balance
£128,160. Alongside of that you have
to put ihe fact that we have a number of
new railways which could not be expected
to pay yet.

The Premier: They should return us
some revenue, but they are returning us
noue.

Mr. CARPENTER: If there had been
anything like normal conditions this year
we should not have had to face the big
deficit which is our worry to-night,

Mr, Willmott: Tt would not have made
any difference in that statement.

Mr. CARPENTER : The net profit dur-
ing the last five years——

The Premier: There have bgen no pro-
fits,
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Mr. CARPENTER: The net -credit
balances, as the Commissioner ¢alls them.

The Premier: Sinking fund has to be
added on the amount which we expended
on the railways.

Mr. CARPENTER: The net credit
balance, accordance to the Commis-
sioner’s report, amounted to £623,424.

Member: Where has it gone?

The Premier: To pay sinking fund on
capital expended.

Mr. CARPENTER: Whether the rev-
enue for any one year covers the liability
for that year or not does not affect my
point. 1 am replying to the proposition
of the member for Bunbury that we
should levy additional charges through the
raitways, and thus indirectly tax the peo-
ple to bring in revenue, If the rail-
ways are not paying. .

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must address the Chair.

Mr. CARPENTER: We have to take
into consideration the faect that with our
railway eonstruction policy it is impossi-
ble to expeet new lines are going to be
immediately profitable. The question is
are the present old-established railways
paying. T think they are. I am dealing
with the question whether the revenue
from railways is sufficient to pay all
charges, or whether we should have a
poelicy such as suggested by the member
for Bunbury of further taxation,

Mr, Smith interjected.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I will nm
have fhese conversations. 1 du not mind
ar. interjeclion, but I will not allow any
meuiler to carry on a lengthy converss-
tion as the member for North Perth is
doing,

Mr. Smith: T apologise, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. CARPENTER: I wish inerely to
make my protest against the proposition,
to which I think the Treasnrer listened
ion sympathetically, that we should at-
tempt to square the ledger by increased
indireet taxation in the form of increased
railway fares, while allowmng the real
obstacle that stands in our way to re-
main.

Mr. Heitmann: You might suggest how
the ohstacle can be removed,
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Mr. CARPENTER: It van, and will
be done some day. 'The member for Bun-
bury (Mr. Thomas), speaking on the
railway gquestion, advunced an argument
which I noticed was accepted with some
avidity by my friends on the Qpposition
cross-benches. The argument was that
becanse we were paying a higher fare on
the eountry railways than was being paid
n the metropolitan area therefore the
fares in the metropohitan ares should be
raised to the level of those on the eoun-
try lines,

Mr. James Gardiner:
aceeptance of
benehes,

Mr, CARPENTER.: ‘I'here were some
approvig nods.

Mr. James (ardiner: I hope we are
not to be held responsible for nods. Are
you satisfied that the suburban fares are
beartmy a legitimate portion of the in-
ereased wages? '

Mr, CARPENTER: I am not suffi-
ciently aequainted with the details of
railway expenditure to have an opinion
on the pont.

Mr, Bolton: I am convinced they are.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1f they are not,
let the Ratlway Commissioner tell us
s0. The cost and the earnings per

There was no
that policy on these

train mile are sel out each year
in the Commissioner’s report, and it
onght to be a very simple opera-

tion for the Railways’ accountant to say
“We are runming so many train miles in
the metropolitan area in the course of the
year. I{ has cost so much, and we bave
carried so many passengers, which has
produced so wnuch, and there was a deficit
on the cost.”

Mr. Heitmann : A good stiff defiait, too.

Mr. CARPENTER : If it is so, as one
Living m the metropolitan area, 1 say,
make the railways pay. I do not believe
the people in the meliropolitan area want
to spunge ou the rest of the State and
get ruilway fares at less than the actual
eost.

Mr., Heitmann: Nor do I see why a
man earning 8s. a day in Bunbury shoald
pay more thun the men earning Bs, iu
Perth,
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Mr. CARPENTER: If it costs a penny
twore per mile to run the trains in the
Buobury distriect we are not inflicting
any injury on that man by making him
pay what it costs, 1 am not talking
altruism to-night, 1 am talling busmess.

Mr. Heitmann: It is a most extraord-
mary poliey,

Mr. James Gardiner : Increased
freights on superphospbates represent
£22000 out of the £112,000 increased
wages.

Mr. CARPENTER: And they tell me
that even now the carriage of fertiliser is
unprofitable,

The Premier: And will be more than
ever so thiz year, because there will be
no back loading,

Mr. CARPENTER: If there is any
branch of the business which is not pay-
ing, the Commissioner ought to point out
to the House in his annual report where
the leakage is. We could then say to the
Treasurer “You have a leakage there;
stop it,” and he could do that by simple
regulation.

Mr. Willmott: Are you aware that tim-
ber ig earried for 3s. a ton as against the
128, 4d. charged for the farmers’ produce,
backoading ¥

Mr. CARPENTER: No, I am not, but
I am sure that the farmer, when he gets
a fair deal, is prepared to give it, and
prepared to pay to the State the value
of any service he receives, That is all 1
want. 1 do not want to see the farmer
penalised by having to pay more in fares
and freights than they are worth to him
merely for the sake of wiping out the
present, debt. Let me say a word in re-
ference to the adoption of the same poliey
in other directions. For many years the
people in the Fremantle distriet have heen
getting their water supply at a fairly
cheap rate.
have conneeted our Fremantle water sup-
ply by a pipe with # much more costly
system in and around Perth and, as a
result, we have not got a good water
supply yet. There are times when one
cannot get a bucketfnl in half an hour,
notwithstanding which the Government
have raised our rates by 100 per cent.
Sioce the lst January the people of

Recently the Government’
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Fremantle bave been paying 1s, where
previously they paid 64, It is not a ques-
Lon as to whether we are too leavily
taved, but whether we are getting what
we pay for. We took & deputation to the
Minister, and he pointed out that we
were getting some saving in other diree-
tions, that the completion of the sewerage
meant that we were getting a slight re-
duction in the cost of our sanitary sys-
tem. I eould nol see any logic in it, but 1
have since had a reply saying that for the
Teasons he gave to the deputation the
Minister eanmot reduce the rate. 1 regret
that the Government have fallen from
their high estate to the extent that they
are making a public nility the means of
taxing the people of one part of the
State in taking from them more than the
value of the services rendered.

Mr. Heitmann: In Geraldton the peo-
ple pay 1s, and get no water at all.

Mr. CARPENTER: It means that
whereas a man in a business house in the
wain street of Fremantle has been pay-
iog £56 a year and using £2 worth of
water, he has now to pay £1¢ a year and
will not get any more water. T regret
very much that T have to support a Gov-
ernment which have adopted a policy of
that sort. I am not going to let the mat-
ter rest, and 1 hope something will be
done either fo force the Government to
give us the value of what they are taking
from us or to reduce the rates. Speak-
ing generally I reecogmise that the pre-
sent financial position is not satisfactory,
but T see no necessity for seare or panie.
Other States of Australia bave been in
tighter places than we are in to-day. I
was one of many hundreds driven out
of Vietoria 20 vears ago as a resunlt of a
disastrons boom policy which brought
about the inevitable reaction. Because we
have here as good resources as they have
in Vietoria I believe we shall weather the
storm,

Mr. Heitmann: Vietoria is the richest
State in Austrafia.

Mr. CARPENTER: I think not. I am
quite sure the people and the resources of
this State will be equal to overcoming the
present difficulty, and before the next
two vears are over I hope there will be
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sueh an inerease in our national wealth
anc income that the trounbles of to-day
will have disappeared.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [10.11]:
While 1 do not intend to deal comprelen-
siveiy with the elaborate figures submitted
in the Budget, I wish to touch upon one
or two items. But, before getting on
with them I desire to say a word in
reply to some of the criticism offered.
Boiled down, the critieism from the Op-
position has Dbeen directed ainly
against our State enterprises, and bas
been restricled to the pounds, shillings,
and pence aspect. M.embers opposile
have not taken into eonsideration the in-
direct benefit those enterprises may have
conferred on the community generally.

Mr. Smith: Of what benefit is the State
brickworks ¢

Mr. MUNSIE: There is no greater cun-
smer of bricks in Western Australia
that the Stale itself. The mere starting
of the State bLrickworks had the effeel
of reducing the price of bricks to the
consumer by 3s. per thousand. 1 know
that of my own knowledge, The prin-
cipal bugbears of our friends opposite
are undoubtedly the State steamers and
‘the State butchers’ shops. I believe the
State butehers’ shops and even the State
steamers, with all the loss attributed to
them, have been an actnal saving to the
people of Western Australia. T reiterate
that statement liere to-might.

Mr. Male: You are quite wrong.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not, of course,
see eye to eve with the hon. member inter-
jecting. We have had many ecomplainis
as regards the small butchers; their
elaims have been brought before us times
out of number; when the State butcheries
were started, we were told it meant the
ruin of the small buichers. However, 7
ean prove conclusively by documentary
evidence {hat since the establishment of
the State meat shops of Western Austra-
lia T have had meat delivered at my door
for 1d. a pound less than T paid prior
in the establishment of those State shops.
T should mention that T have never
hought even one pound of meat from the
State butcheries. fienerally. as to the
results of the State butcheries and the
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Btate steamers, it has to be borne in
mind that no State of the Commonwealth
has had such bad seasons in its pastoral
area as Western Australia bas had re-
cently, and that neveriheless there is no
State in the Commonwealth in which
meat has remained so nearly at the same
price as has been the case in Western
Australia,

Mr. James (ardiner: But there has
been a great sacrifice. The farmers have
been selling lamb wholesale at 4d. per
1b., and your wife has to pay 9d. per lb.
for the same meat.

Mr. MUNSIE: T am prepared to ad-
mit that unfortunately the farmer bas
been compelled to place his sheep on the
market because he had not the means of
feeding them. T admit that, but T wish
to inform the member for Irwin (Mr.
James Gardiner) that many months prior
to that unfortunate necessity arising
meat in that partienlar distriet jad heen
redueced in priee. I only regret that
State butchers’ shops have not been ex-
tended to Kalgoorlie and Boulder in or-
der to confer on the 30,000 or 40,000
people of this State residing on those
goldfields the same benefit as the people
of the metropolitan area have derived.
I am prepared to say, even, that the
Government would have done good busi-
ness if they had extended the system of
State butecheries to every reasonably
large centre of population, Next, I wish
to say & few words on the criticisms of
other members. The leader of the Conn-
iry party made one or two statements
with which T am in entire agreement,
First, that in the hon. member's opinion
the Treasurer should make a public an-
nouncement that the Treasury was closed
for all demands other than demands for
bare necessities. The leader of the Coun-
try party pointed out that these are
strennous times we are passing through.
While entirely agreeing with that state-
ment also, I wish to know who i5 to be
the judge as to what is a bare necessity
and what is not. If the Premier is to be
guided on this point by the speeches of
hon, members who rise in this Chamber
to address themselves to any and every
item rednced on the Estimates, then T
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undertake to say that before the Esti-
mates are passed the Premier will have
learned that every item cut down repre-
sents a bare necessity which ought on
no account to be reduced. Every mem-
ber whose constituents are affected by
a reduction will, in all good faith, main-
tain that his case is a perfectly just one,
and that it is the other fellow who should
be reduced. Unguestionably, it is a cal-
amity if votes are reduced; but, wishing
to be fair, T am bound to admit that an-
der existing conditions the Treasurer
must eut somewhere.

The Premier: Wait till yon get the
Loan Estimates. You have heard nothing
as yef,

Mr. MUNSIE: It is probable that I
myself will bave some just reason for
complaint, because I have to look after
the interests, not only of my own con-
stituents, but also those of the Premier’s
constitnents. 1 may mention that the dis-
trict represented by the Premier and two
other goldfields members besides wyself
has not been allocated a penny piece .on
these Estimates. I wish to tell the Pre-
mier here that, by reason of the fact
of his holding the Premiership, his con-
stitnents write to me stating that they
know their own member is a very busy
man and therefore they are sending their
requests along to me, Amnother statement
made by the leader of the Country party
was that the people must be taught to
rely more on their own resources; and
he went further, and said that as a
matter of faet certain sections of the
communily wers  practically being
spoonfed by the Government. With the
member for Bunbury (Mr. Thomas), I
am perfectly convinced that the people
of Western Australia, in order to tide
over present difficulties, must rely more
on their own resources and lean less on
the Government than they have been ae-
customed to do. (therwise, the people
of Western Australia are going to put
their Government in the bankruptey
court.

Member: It is there now.

Mr. MUNSIE: No. While the national
debt of Western Australia is 30 millions,
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the eredit of Western Australia is good
for 60 millions. I have still sofficient
faith in Western Australia to believe that
this State eould borrow as much money
again as it now owes, and yet be a long
way from the insolvency court. However,
as to the pecessity for relying more on
oneself and leaning less on the Govern-
ment, T wonder whether the leader of the
Country party wonld apply that state-
ment to the people whom he more especi-
ally represents in this House, namely the
farmers of this State, I do not put that
question in any disparaging manner as
regards the farmer; but I wish to say
that no Government, either in the bistory
of Western Australia or, I believe, in the
history of the British dominions, have
ever done more for the farming com-
munity than has been done by the Sead-
dan Government,

Mr. James Gardiner: Since I have
been here, that is absolutely correct.

Mr. MUNSIE: I doubt whether such
assistance as has been rendered by the
present Government to the farmers can
be parallelled in the history of the Brit-
ish dominions.

Mr, James Gardiner: They tell me I
ought not to assist the presenf Govern-
ment, because of that.

Mr. MUNSIE: And yet the farmers
and settlers are not satisfied, At all
events, so far as the eurrent session is
concerned, 1 am to a certain extent
pleased that T do not possess a bushy
beard; beeause, if I had, it would have
been filled with bay seeds long ago. I
have been pleasantly surprised, some-
times, to find the doorways of Parlia-
ment House still open. To judge from
the amount of talk there has heen in this
Chamber on wheat and hay and fodder,
one might have expected to find the
doors blocked with agriculinral prodoeis
any day. However, the farmers and set-
tlers still remain unsatisfied, in spite of
the assistance the present Government
have rendered them. I desire to empha-
sise the poini that T am prepared to go
as far as the legitimate necessities of
the farming community render necessary,
or possibly even a little further, be-
eause I recogmise and realise the
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difficulties of the farmer, and because I
perceive that if the (Fovernment do not
give adequaie assistance to the farmers
at this juncture—althongh I have no agri-
culturisis, or only very few, in my con-
stitnency—we are going to have the
farmers competing for employment with
the men engaged in other indusiries of
Western Australia, However, what I de-
sire to draw special attention to is the
resolulion passed by the executive of the
Farmers and Settlers’ Association quite
recently and reported in the West Aus-
tralian. 1 wish to give the leader of the
Country party and the members of that
party generally, and also this Committee,
to undersiand that T at all events am not
prepared to go so far as that resolution
suggests. The resolulion reads as fol-
lows:—

The executive went into the matter of
advances fo distressed farmers, and
were of opinion that owing te the high
price of wheat and horse feed the load
of putting in this year’s erop was more
than the farmer could bear, and that
the community as a whole should bear
part of the burden.

While the Government of the day have, in

roy opinion, done all that was possible to

enable the farmer to obtain as cheap seed

as it was possible for him to get
Mr. Smith: No.

Mr. MUNSIE: I contend that if the
Bill the Government introduced for assist-
ing tbe farmer who has nothing to-day,
bad been passed into law in the form in
which it was introduced, that measure
would have done more {0 assist the man on
the land than the Bill is eapable of doing
now. lIrrespective of that, I say the Gov-
ernment have doue everything possible for
any Government {o do by way of assist-
ing the farmer. If, with the assistance
the preseni Government are prepared to
render the agricultural industry, the
farmers cannot make a success, then the
sooner the Government get the people out
of the agrieullural industry the better it
will be for the State. I am prepared to
maintain that the genuine farmer does not
want or espect the general taxpayer to
do what that resolution suggests shonld be
done, and that is the reason why I men-
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tioned the resolution in this House. I
am perfectly satisfied that if the Govern-
ment or the Treasorer were to be guided
or influenced by that resolution, we should
within a week find the same organisation
carrying another resolution to the effect
that the farmer should be supplied with
his seed wheat free at the cost of the gen-
eral laxpayer. It struck me, being the
representative of a goldfields electorate, as
peculiar that the very first item which the
leader of the Country party eriticised on
the Estimates, when he was giving the
Treasurer advice as to where to econo-
mise, was the supposed £8,000 loss on our
State battery system.

Mr. James Gardiner: That was simply
becanse they stood in that order in the
Estimates,

Mr. MUNSIK: I realise that, but it is
a strange coincidence that this item should
have been the first mentioned. There is
not a member who, after sindying the re-
eords of our State battery system, will say
that this enterprise has not more than
justifie? itself even at a loss of £8,000.
The introduction and erection of State
batteries was practically responsible for
the discovery of two of the first fields in
Western Australia, namely, Meekatharra
and Sandstone, On top of that the system
has produced gold to the value of over
£5,000,000, and though it may not have
been a direct benefit to the State, it has
been of enormous advantage indirectly.

The Premier: To the State, but not to
the Treasury.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes.

Mr. James Gardiner: I was not eritieis-
ing any indirect advantage te the State,

Mr. MUNSIE : T am aware of that fact.
I regret to bave to criticise the remarks
of an hon, member who cannot possibly
be present to-night. However, I cannot
address myself to these Estimates without
commenting on some remarks by the memn-
ber for Gascoyne (Mr, Gilehrist). The
hon, member was fairly logical in his ad-
vocaey of putting to greater use the lands
adjoining existing railways before going
mad on bujlding new lines. I am in accord
with him; something should be done to
compel holders of land in close proximity
to railways to put it to its best nse. I
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take exception to the hon. member’s re-
marks in reference to the Electoral De-
partment and the work of varions politi-
cal organisations. As regards the gold-
fields disirict of the Labour organisation,
ithe secretary of the central executive
could produce a letter from the depart-
ment complimenting that body on the
splendid assistance rendered in enrolling
electors, While it is probable that those
assoeiated with all political organisations
go a little too far and do things which
they ought not to do, it was ili-advised of
the hon. member to eriticise such organisa-
tions generally when such splendid volun-
tary work has been done by some of them
to assist the department. Another remark
by the hon. member leads me to believe
that he makes speeches to suit oceasions.

The Premier: He is a true Liberal.

Mr. MUNSIE: The member for Gas-
coyne waxed fairly eloquent on the won-
derful possibilities of the North-West and
urged on the Government the necessity for
encouraging settlement in every direetion.
He described the waste lands of the North-
West as being a menace {o the Common-
wealth and the Empire. He piciured
hordes of Asiatics in elose proximily to
our northern shores, and referred to the
yellow peril, He went on to say it was
all very well to applaud our allies of dif-
ferent nationalifies at the present time,
but our allies of to-day might be our en-
emies of to-morrow. Then he proceeded
to warn the Government to be careful and
io do their utmost to people the great
North-West and thus proteet it against
the Asiatic evil. He was emphatic that
the Government should do everything pos-
sible to prevent Asiaties from gaining a
footing in the State, Yet only a little
time ago in this very Chamber, while dis-
cussing the pearling industry, the hon,
member stated—

I have no patience with the humbug
and hypoerisy that indignantly object
- t0 building up an Australian industry
and establishing settlement in the
North-West upen a firm basis by the
employment of Asiatics.
The Premier:, You cannot say it so

dramsticelly as he did.
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The Minister for Mines: It is a very
sudden twist.

Mr. MUNSIE: It is a sudden twist
when we bear in mind his elequence in
his latest spesch in support of peopling
the North-West. I do not believe the
Asiatic evil is the menace suggested by
the hon. member. I an army of a
million men were landed in the North-
West they could not passibly be brought
to Perth. Having thus dealt with the
remarks of other hon. members, I wish
to say & few words on the mining vote.
I would draw attention to the abnormal
assistance which has been given to the
agricultural industry, and to the sur-
prising fact that the mining vote
this year has been cut down by
£7,099. I hope the fact of my having
drawn aftention to this matter will
result in the Minister taking care that
the vote is maintained in future. During
my 17 years' experience in this State
there has been no time when the Govern-
ment should do more to assist the in-
dustry than at this stage. At no time
during that period have we had such
splendid rains right through the whole
of our goldfields as have fallon this year.
It was almost useless for the last two or
three years, so far as the Hastern Gold-
fields were concerned, and those beyond
them, to grant assistance to men to- go
out prospecting, inasmuch as there was
practically no water for them to get
anywhere. But the splendid rains we
heve had throughout the goldfields have
been the means of providing water
everywhers, I am pleased the Minister
for Mines has given his assurance that
he is not going to turn down any genuine
request from prospectors to go out pros-
pecting ; that where it has been possible
for him to do so he has assisted pros-
pectors during the past two or three
months. There was no better opportunity
ever offered for any prospecting on the
goldfields of Western Australia than at
the present juncture. A word or two
with regard to the Industries Assistance
Biil which was before the House s little
time ago and which has been corm-
mented on by all the leading newspapers
in the metropoliten area. One of the
chief objections taken to that Bill is
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that it is to assist industries. Those
who have drawn comparisons in regard

to it say there is nothing to prevent the
Governrnent from loaning thousends of
pounds, if they so desire, upon mining
security which is practically valuless.
I bolieve that the Minister, in introducing
the Bill, emphasised the peint that the
inclusion of mining in the Bill was more
to validate what the Government had
alrendy done in meking advances on tin,
lead and copper, than it was to grent
asgistance in the future. I believe it
is the intention of the Government, if
asgistance is required for the mining
industry, to grant assistance from the
Mines Development Vote. Another
matter to which I desire to draw atten-
tion, and one which has been referred to
by the leader of the Country party (Mr.
James Geardiner) is that affeeting civil
servants, A good deal has been said
so far as civil servants are concerned.
I interjected on that ocoasion that I was
one of those who would assist the Pre-
mier to amend, or alter, the Civil Service
Act. 1 repeat that here, aend desire
also to point out that under the existing
circumstances it is almost impossible
foxr an Administration, no matter who
may eorpprise it, to carry its enterprises
to a successful issue under cur present
Civil Service Act. So far as the civil
servants are affected, I believe that
drastic alterations are required, and that
where the Ministry or the Government are
endeavouring to put into operation their
policy, & part of that policy is to ad-
vocate and encourage as far as possible
the day labour system. I believe, how-
over, wo have an absolutely hopeless
task in front of us uniess we can secure
an amendment of that Act. I am per.
fectly satisfied that in many instences
the (Government are not getting fair
value for what they are paying. That
means that the State is not getiing the
fair value. I say that advisedly and
candidly, and I think that a considerable
alteration can be brought about if we
amend that Act in the desired direction.
I know of an instance—if I had to prove
this before a court of law 1 could not do
so, although I am just as confident that
this state of afiairs exists as 1 am of being

-
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present in this Chamber fo-night—of a
civil servant in the State who had charge
of men who were working on the day
labour syetem, prior to the eleetion, and
who delighted in bringing people down
and pointing out to them, or rather
attempting to show them, what it cost
the State to get this work done by day
labour, although he was the very man
who was supervising it. I do not blame
the men, but I blame this man who
should have seen that the employees did
o fair thing, and who, if they did not,
should have got rid of them. A man
who allows & thing like that to go on,
the Government should have the right
to get rid of, and if this had been hanging
over him he would have seen that a fair
thing was done by the State. One hon.
member to-night in the course of his
speech said it was ridiculous for the Pre-
mier to state that he could mot get rid
of & man under the Civil Service Act,
and went on to refer to several men who
had been removed but who did not come
under thet Aect. The hon. member did
not, _howover, tell the House that the
State had to pay pensions in these in-
stances. Woe could get rid of every
civil servant to-morrow if the country
was in & position to pay pensions, and
we could thus put other people in their
places,

Mr. Taylor:
over the age.

Mr. MUNSIE: The State could get
rid of them and pay pensions to them.
Of courss, so far as getting rid of e¢ivil
servants under the Civil Service Act,
is concernad, it is a difficult job. The
Government are making an effort to do
something s0 far as the finences of the
State are concerned, and have issued
a mandate that where possible all Govern.
ment employees shall be brought under
& 44 hours week. I am not going to say,
while I deplore the fact that it has been
found necessary to bring that about,
that I do not believe the Government had
any other alternative, or if they had it
would have been more disastrous in my
opinion. The Government were faced
with the position of having to do some-
thing. I think the hon. member for
Bunbury outlined the case very waell,

Not unless they were
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whén he eaid that prior to the election
the Government foresaw that it had to
got revenue from somewhers. They
suggested a method of getting it by in-
troducing & proposal that meent direct
taxation, It meant, in my opinion at
all events, a fair, just, and eguitable
taxation, but the measure was lost and
the Government conld not get taxation
by that means. As outlined by Mr.
Carpenter, on every occasion since the
" Boaddan Government came into power,
they have sent up & faxation proposal in
accordance with the policy of the Govern-
ment, but it has been turned down by
another place, whilst we are blamed for
the enormous deficit. Whilst 1 give the
civil servants all credit for the volunteer
scheme they introduced during the time
the emergency war tax was brought in,
and whilst I give eredit to those who are
still paying up their proportions, I say
that under existing conditions the Gov-
ernment are compelled to bring in thie
44 hours week, but although the men
on the bottom rung have been reduced
to 44 howrs a week the civil servant is
to be left where he is. That is the
anomaly of the thing, and our reason
why the Civil Service Act should be
amended. The civil servant will meet
you with the argument, ‘' Why reduce
the eivil service when you are not touch.
ing the man working for a private em-
ployer, who gets practically as much
as the civil servant 1 And I admit he
has logical ground for his ¢omplaint,
But if it is a good thing to introduce
the 44 hour week so far as the wages
staff is concerned, surely it is an equally
good thing to introduce it in respect of
the salaried staff. So far as private
employment goes, there has been reduc-
tion of hours in a considerabls number
of cases.

Member : Private employees do not
hold permanent positions.

Mr. MUNSIE: Unfortunately within
three weekas of the outbreak of war,
several large firms in Perth, who in my
opinion were in & position to do better,
immediately resorted to putting as many
as possible of their employees on half
time, and I am sorry to say that in many
instances they picked out girls getting
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I58. per week. The Govermment is
faced with the position of having to
adopt onoe of three courses, They
have a certain amount of money with
which to run the State; they have a
certain number of employees, and they
have either to reduce the hours and keep
ell on, to reduce the number of hands
and pay the same rate of wages, or keep
on sll hands and reduce wages generally.
Of those three alternatives, the one the
Government have adopted, I;consider
the wisest. .

Member : What_ was that !

Mr. MUNSIE : To keep the rate of
wages as they are at present and reduce
the hours of working—with, I admit,
& corresponding reduction in wages. I
believe that the general run of em-
ployees of the Government are prepared
to accept the reduction to 44 hours per
weelt

Mr. James Gardiner : Provxded it is
general in its application.

Mr. MUNSIE: Quite so. But_the
Government cannot possibly make the
application general outside the service.
I believe the mandate has been issued
that wherever it is possible it is intended
to make the application general through-
out the civil serviee.

The Premier: You cannot interfere
with anyone under the Public Service
Act.

Member : Would you alter that ?

Mr. MUNSIE : Yes; I would quickly,
if only to bring about a general 44 hours
week. It is a reasonable proposition,
but here again the Government are up
against difficulties. They have to seek
information from heads of departments—
and I hope I am not doing the heads of
departments an injustice when I say
that in several instances departmental
heads have put up excuses or endeavoured
to show that it is impossible to bring
down the hours to 44 a week woridng
five deys. I hope the Government will
take & firm stand and thet oversears,
foremen, and everybody else whom it is
possible to plece on the same level, will
be placed on the same level as the work-
men. There is one other matter 1o which
1 wish to refer. There has been no time
in the history of Western Australia or
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in the history of the Arbitration Court in
this State when workers should be more
thenkfu! then they should be at the
present time that we have an Arbitration
Act on our statute-book. I wish to
emphasise this matter, because 1 have
heard it commented on freely, and have
heard hot criticism from our own party,
not in this House but irom the rank and
file outside. Immediately the war broke
out, and it was known that there was
going to be a bad season, and that mer-
chants were likely to lose money, an
agitation was started that the arbitration
awards be set aside, and the employees
lef¢ to the tender mercy of employers.
I am pleased indeed that that was not
done. With regard to the question of
subsidies, I do not intend criticising the
Government for reducing the subsidies
by 50 per cent. I realise that something
has to be done. If, as I believe, it is the
intention of the Government to pay
subsidy at the rate of 50 per cent. in
equal proportion to municipalities and
roads boards, in my opinion it would
be fairer and better for th¢ State, and
better for the individual localities, if
the Government instituted a preferential
system, giving in greater proportion to
roads boards then to municipalities.

The Premier: The subsidy in the
pound is pgreater in the case of roads
boards.

Mr. MUNSIE: I realiso that. But
the cut from the municipalities should
be greater than the cut from the roads
boards.

Member : Why so ?

The CHAIRMAN : Order !

Mr. MUNSIE: The reason why I
urge road boards should get a greater
percentage than municipalities is because
municipalities in nine cases out of ten
are in & position to borrow money which
roads boards are not.

Member : There ia no money to
borrow.

Mr. MUNSIE : The member for Can-
ning (Mr. Robinson) drew attention to-
night to the fact that the subsidy to
the King’s Park board has been reduced
by £500. I want here to again protest
—I have protested, I believe, on every
estimates produced since 1 have been
in the House, and I am going to protest
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emphatically again—that although the
King's Park vote has been reduced by
£500, the amounts on the Estimates for
parks and reserves are not fairly divided.
The amount, which includes the King's
Park vote, is something like £3,000, of
which sum the King's Park board and
the metropolitan parks take £2,475,
leaving the rest of Western Australia
only £325 bhetween them.

Mr. James Giardiner : What have they
done for your parks ?

Mr. MUNSIE: DPractically given us
nothing, Only £525 for all the rest of
the parks in W.A.! If money has to
be provided for parks and reserves, &
more generous share should be allotted
to our far country districts, for in the
metropolitan area there are very many
resorts, including the river frontages,
whereas on the goldfields we have only
the little Railway Park in Boulder, Vie-
toria Park at Kalgoorlie, and the two
racecourses.  While I have no desire
to see King's Park- altogether deprived
—1I am gratified that suceeeding author-
ities should have saved so splendid a
national park from all encroachment—
I do not want to see £2,475 out of £3,000
allocated to the metropolitan area while
the rest of the country gets practically
nothing. The Fire Brigades Act re-
quires amendment. In the first place
no board should have control, as the
Fire Brigades Board has, of from £30,000
to £60,000 of public money per annum,
unless provision i3 made for appeal
against the decisions of such & board.
It may be said that the money controlled
and expended by the IFire Brigades
Board is not wholly public funds, that
the local authorities pay three-eighths
of the amount, the insurance companies
three-eighths, and the Government the
balance. But no one will deny that,
reduced to the last analysis, it means
that the people pay the lot. Recently
the board decided to abolish two volun-
teer fire brigades, one in South Kal-
goorlie and the other in East Kalgoorlie.
I am not going into the question of
whether the board was justified in the
abolition of those two brigades, but I
will put before the Committee cortain
fasts in support of my contention that
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provision for an appeal from the board's
decisions is urgently required.  The
residents of one of the two localities
referred to, believing that the abolition
of the volunteer brigade would adversely
affect their insurance risks, undertock
to subscribe sufficient money to maintain
a hose and reel in the locality and to
provide shed accommodation for the
purpose, in order that the volunteer
systern might continue in the disérict.
However, the board has declined the
proposal, and so it cannot be put into
effect without Liability to a fine. It
has besn stated that the abolition of
those two brigades has not interfered
with the insurance risks in the respectivo
localities, but 1 give that an emphatic
denial. There are at least twelve
people resident within a guarter of a
mile of the South Kalgoorlie fire station
who within a fortnight of the resolution
being carried by the board, had their
fire policies returned to them, each with
an accompanying note stating that if
the property-owner called at the in-
surance office the balance of his premium
would be returned to him. T spoke of
this {0 an insurance man, and his reply
was, ‘‘ That is only one company ; there
are others that will insure.” Since
then, however, avery insurance company
operating in Kalgoorlie has been ap-
proached, and not one of them will
accopt the risk, Notwithstanding this,
those persons still have to pay their
quotas towards the maintenance of the
board, both through the Government
and through the local governing body.
.Nor is that the worst phase of the
poaition, 'We have there twelve houses
that have been insured for years past,
but which c¢annot be insured to-day,
although no reasons for this are given.
If any of these properties should
be destroyed by fire, the owner is liable,
under Section 77, Subsection 3 of the Act
to recoup the board for expenses in
connection, with extinguishing the fire,
to the extent of one-eighth of what the
property could have been insured for.
If that is not a ridiculous state of affairs
I do not know what is.

Hon. J. Mitchell : If, as you say, the
properties cannot be insured for any
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sum whatever, the one-eighth recoup
to the board would amount to precisely
nothing,.

Mr. MUXSBIE : Ii the owner had £25
in the Savings Bank the Fire Brigade
could garnishes it, notwithstanding that
the owner could net possibly get his
house insured. Jt is no wvse to talk
about his not being able to pay the
money. The Fire Brigades Board are
empowsred to garnishee the money.

Hon. J. Mitchell : If he cannot insure,
there would be nothing to garnishee.

Mr., MUNSIE ;: The hon. member does
not undervstand the position. [ am
trying to point out the injustice of such
a method of subsidising the Fire Brigades
Board—subsidising* the board under a
section of its Act from which there is
no appeal. TIn any area whatsoever,
irrespective of whether insurance is
obtainable or not, if a fire occurs, the
board can charge the owner up to one-
eighth of the value at which he might
have insured, providing the House is
worth over £50, I have nothing further
to say on the Estimates; but T do trust
that hon. members criticising the Gov-
ernment either within this Chamber or
outgide it will endeavour to make their
eriticism fair as far as possible. Finally,
I wish to compliment the leader of the
Country party upon his speech on these
Estimates—a speech which, while pretty
severa on the Government in some
directions, yet afforded Ministers, at all
ovents in my opinion, some sound and
helpful advies,

Progress reported.

BILL—BLACKBOY AND ZAMIA
PALM LICENSE.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon J. Scaddan—
Brownhill-Ivanhae} [11-14] in moving
the second reading said: This Bill,
which has been distributed to hon. mem-
berg, mersly provides that the Minister
for Lands may enter into an agreement
with Henry Rowley in the terms of the
draft agreement sot out in the Schedule,
for the purpose of enabling Mr. Rowley
to exploit waate lands of the Crown by
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the removal from such lands of blackboy
and zamia palm and by the extraction
of certain commercial products from
these plants. The draft agreement pro
vides that Mr. Rowley, although granted
this right, shall have no exclusive right,
but that the CGovernment may issue
similar liconses to other persons or com-
panies to operate on the same areas for
the same purposes, Further, the agree-
ment stipulates that any land in respect
of which the proposed license shall be
granted may, notwithstanding the license
to Mr, Rowley, to be set apart as areserve
or may be leased as a pastoral area or
granted as a timber lassehold or a saw-
mill permit area or utitised under any
other of the conditions of the land
Acts,

Hon. J. Mitchell :
purchase also ?

The PREMIER: Yes; abaolutely,
under all the conditions provided by the
Land Acts. The agreement stipulstes
that Mr. Rowley shall within twelve
monthy from the date of completion of
the agreement expend & sum of not less
than £1,000 in providing plant and
machinery and so forth, and that in the
next twelve months he shall similarly
expend a further sum of £5,000. He
is also called upon to pay the State a
royalty of 6d. per ton on all blackboy
and zamia palm removed from Crown
lands, subject however fo a refund %o
him, in respect of water contained in
greon blackboys, of such percentage of

Under conditional

the royalty as the Minigster for Lands

may determine.

Hon. J. Mitchell : What is the reason
for the refund ?

The PREMIER: A great deal of
blackboy might be removed that would
not yield oil, and the Government do not
desire Mr. Rowley to pay for what is of
no use to him. If he puts the blackboy
to commercial use, then of course he
will have to pay for it.

Mr, Smith : And anyone elso can ob-
tain the same concession ?

The PREMIER: Yes. The proper
safeguards are providid to ensure that
statements, verified by statutory declar-
ations, shall be made from time to timo
by the licensee, as to the quantities of
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blackboy and zamis palm removed under
the license ; and if the royalty is in
arrear, or if any breach of the agreement
is committed, the license may be can-
celled.  The agreement also provides
that any dispute which may arise under
it shall be submitted to arbitration in
accordance with the provisions of the
Arbitration Act, 1895. These are the
principal points of the Bill. Hon, mem.
bers will no doubt recognise that the
agreement is tharoughly fair to the State,
and certainly not in any way injurious,
On the contrary, it is decidedly of ad-
vantage to the State if Mr, Rowley or
his company expend capital in de-
veloping & new industry. Mr. Rowley
has certain patent rights for the ex-
traction of commercial products from
blackboy aend zamia palm. At sll
events, some good will result to the
community from the starting of the
proposed work, even if the Government
do not receive royalty.

Mr. Smith: It is hardly fair that if
Mr., Rowley enters upon operations in
o district, other people shounld come in.

The PREMIER: His patents pro-
tect him, and he is not nervous about
competition. Under the conditions I
have stated, the House will, I trust,
agree to the second reading of this
measure. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[11-18] : I congratulate the Government
on. having secured this agreement with
Mr. Rowley. At the same time, it
geems to me that the Government might
have taken power under this measure
to grant similar licenses to other people.
Had they done so, they would have
avoided the necessity for coming down
to the House for authority in the event
of another license being required. They
might have taken power similar to that
which they have under the Land Acts
as regards timber leases and so forth,
Tndeed, the Government might amend
the Bill in that direction. It wili be a
very good thing if the zamia palm is
utilised, and the same remark applies
to the blackboy, which at present is of
no utility to the country.
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Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [11.20]: In
supporting the second reading I wish to
express the hope that the Premier will
not take notice of the remarks of the
member for Northam (Hon. J. Mitchell)
that he should provide power to grant
othor licenses without obtaining the
permission of the House. If the Premier
took this step the hon. member would
be the first to criticise it. If any rights
are to be given over this or any other plant
in Western Australia, it is the duty of
Parliament, representing the people, to
say whether leases shall be granted
and under what conditions they shall
be granted, The people whe intend
to operate on the blackboy and zamia
are prepared to put a lot of monsy into
the venture, and the Premier is to be
congratulated upon having given them
this opportunity. It provides additional
evidence that when private enterprise
seriously attempt anything, the present
Government are willing to stand behind
them.

Mr. WILLMOTT (XNelson) [11-21]:
I have pleasurs in supporting the Bill
These hon. members who have visited
Mr. Rowley’s laboratory and seen his
work in this connection will have been
delighted that such a pest as the zamia
palm is at last to be turned to good
account. Every sort of product im-
aginable from the whisky, in which the
member for Subiaco takes such an interest
to cattle feed can be obtained from these
plants. Considering the great variety
of products which it has been discovered
can be manufactured from the palm and
the blackboy, it is remarkable that these
plants have for so many years been re-
regarded as merely useless excrescences
to_be chopped down and burnt. In
view of Mr. Rowley’s experiments, I
have every reason to believe that these
plants will prove to be a great source
of wealth to the State.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS (Subiaco) [11-22]:
I desire briefly to support the second
reading. I have had the pleasure of
visiting Mr, Rowley’s laboratory and have
viewed with very great interest more than
the whisky which he can produce from
the zamia palm. The product which
I think will be of the greatest benefit
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by far to the State fis the tar. Mr.
Rowley claims that he will be able to
produce tar from this plant far more
cheaply than it can be procured to-day.
This is an important matter for those
who take an interest in local governing
affairs, because the requirements of tar
impose a big drain on the finances of
local authorities. If it is possible to
supply this commodity at a reduced
price, an enormous benefit will be con-
ferred upon the Btate,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committes without
debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

House adjourned 11:25 p.m.
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